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ABSTRACT

Conventional text formatting programs require an entire
docunant to be reprocessed when it is amended in any waye.
2727 was an attempt to avoid this problem by producing an
intermediate result corresponding to o galley proof, which
could be edited before the final output was produced from
it Though it worked after a fashiony it lacked the fl=x-—

ibility achieved by existing formatters, and was abandoned.
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1. INTRODUCTION

*A formatter is an important tool for anyone who
writes {including programmers describing thelr
programs), because, once correct, ma terial is never
re—-typed. This has some obvious cost benefits, and
helps ensure that the number of errors decreases with
time, Machine formatting eases the typing Job, since
margin alignment, centering, underlining, and similar
tedious operations are handled by the computer, not by
the typlist. It also permits drastic format changes in
a document without altering any texte. But perhaps
mogt important, it seems to encourage writers to im~
prove thelr product, since the overhead of making an
improvement is small and there is an esthetic satis-
faction in always having clean copy available.”
[Xernighan 1976-S, page 219]

From the user's point of view, making a local change to
a computer—formatted document is indeed a low—overhead
procedure? read file into editor, make change, write to
file, invoke formatter, But the conventional type of for—
matter then has +to reprocess the entire document, though
most of it will not change at all (except in rare
“"pathological” cases).

The amendment of a few words may affect only one
paragraph? every other character in the document will be
unmoved, Usually, even if the number of lines in the
amended paragraph does change, elsewhere intact lines will
merely be moved between adjacent pages, and nothing more.

An analogous situation exists with most programming
language implementations. A small change forces the recom-

pilation of at least an entire subprogram, and often the en-



tire programe This is sonmetimes avoided by the use of an
incremental compiler, which produces in addition to ob ject
code some type of intermediate result, by reference to which
local changes can be compiled rapidly.

When a book is published, it is first typeset into gal-
ley proofs. These contain the full text of the book, but
not in pages;'they are long shee ts of continuous text,
divided into paragraphs, with all horizontal formatting com-
pletes. The galleys are proofread and the text edited at
this point. Pages are then made up and vertically for-
matted, page number references are filled in, and the text
can be edited againe.

This thesis describes an attempt to make an incremental
text formatter. it consists of Controller and Editor compo~-
nents and two formatting passes. Pass 1 takes input text
with formatting commands, and groduces a sequence of
paragraphs, each properly formatted. along with commands
controlling their vertical placement; the Editor may in-
teractively revise the text; and Pass 2 then produces com~-
plete pages ready for the output device. The Controller in-
teracts with the user, invoking +the other components as
desired.

Since the output from Pass 1 is more or less equivalent
to a galley proof, the file on which it is written is named
the galley file; the formatter's name EZ27 was chosen in
honor of the proofreading robot in the story “*Galley Slave”

[ Asimov 1957]7.



2. TEXT AND CONNANDS

When text is on a computer for formatting, its parts
aust be distinguished and the formatter instructed how they
differ: where a paragraph starts, what is a centered 1line,
what is underlined, what 1is a footnote. The gommands

supplying this information can take several formse.

2(a) No Explicit Commands (Automatic Recognition)

Suppose the text is entered into the computer exactly
as it would be typed on a typewriter. Its layout could
simply imply various commands to the formatter [Kimura 1978:
Verges 1972 1. For instancey one line indented at the left
would begin a new paragraph; a blank input line would give a
blank output line; a line indented on both margins could be
centered exactly. Tabular matter could also be recognized
and treated specially.,

IfT a formatter could identify and ignore on input
whatever hyphens, formfeeds, and such things that it might
insert in the text, then formatting a formatted file could
reproduce the identical file as output: the formatter would
be idempotent. In that case, only the most recent, for-
matted version of a document would need to be stored.
Editing could be done directly on ity and the file simply
passed through the formatter again: only what had to be ad-
Justed due to the editing would change.

while automatic recognition is theoretically in-
teresting, 1té practicality is doubtful, Infallibly
distinguishing centered headings, for instance, from short
paragraphs seems difficult at least, and 1f there exist

cases where the recognition fails then the user must learn



themy which negates the principal advantage of the method.
Idempotency would also cause difficulties with footnotes,
sayy or automatic hyphenation: what is to show whether a
word hyphenated at the end of a line was divided at an ex-
isting hyphen? Macros could be implemented only by a
separate preprocessor (e.g. Trac [Cole 1976; Mooers 1965 ] or
Max [ Nudds 1977]})s Finally, certain formatting functions
would be most awkward to implement: changes of page dimen-
sion, or of font or size in typeset text. (Anyway, typeset
output would probably be incompatible in coding with the in-
put. )

. Where this method can be useful, though, is in combina-
tion with any of the others described below: even if there
is another way to produce a blank output line, for instance,

a plank input line cen conveniently have the same effect.

2(b) Commands From Special Keys

Word processors, self-contained devices for text
editing and formatting, are now being produced in many
varieties [Right 19783 Wohl 1977]. They are <cheap enough
for businesses to use them for their correspondence, and
have thus had considerable impact on offices [ Berenyi 1977;
MacDonald 19783 Mitchell 1977].

The text is entered on a keyboard, and where some com-
mand is desired, generally a special key for that purpose is
used (naturally, the available functions vary widely); other
special keys edit the texts As befits a single-purpose
device, this is a highly specialized method: the functions
are actually designed into the keyboarde Accordingly, it
cannot be easily adapted if some new function is wanted; nor

is the method suitable for a general-purpose computer system



unless special terminals are constructed. (Formatting can
be done anew whenever the text is being printed, since the
processor is otherwise idle then; the formatted text need
never be stored, so the gquestion of idempotency does not

arise. )

2(c) Commands as Invisible Text

With the preceding method, the text is stored unfor-
matted; therefore, when a formatting key is used, the fact
must be retained by inserting a corresponding code in the
text. These codes are the commands actually used by the
formatter, They do not appear when text is prinied, and are
ignored as far as possible when it is edited, though they
may be inserted or deleted along with adjacent text.

Such invisible commands can be used on a general-
purposse computer; by retaining them in its output (and in-
troducing new ones indicating, for instance, where a
hyphenation was performed), a formatter can be truly idempo-
tent. However, editing and printing software would have to
be written to ignore commands in text, yet provide a way to
enter them in the first place. { Nevertheless, this is8 the
method adopted by the team now working under the Inter-
national Standards Organization towards a family of
languages for all levels of text processing [Card 1979 ].)

A variant of this method [W. M. Gentleman, private com—
munication} would use short invisible commands as markers of
signliflcant places in the document. An suxiliary file of
formatter instructions, read in parallel with the text file,
would detaill what to do at each places This file could be
edited iIn the ordinary way, making practical more complex,

thus flexible, commands than in the methods described above.



2(cd) Commands as Normal Text ( Conventional Method)

The commands can alsoc be character sequences that are
special to the formatter but not to the editor used to enter
and amend the text, Thus, againy, the commands can be edited
in the ordinary way, s$o they can have considerable complex-
ity and flexibilitye. The formatter and editor can then be
entirely separate, written, maintained, and even used in-
dividually. (In particular, such a formatter can easily be
added to a computer system that has none, but does have an
editor. Using the same editor for text and programs also
saves learning time [Mashey 1976].)

Because of these virtues, this has become the conven-
tional organization for text processing on general—-purpose
computers. The fullest advantage has been taken on the UNIX
system, where, in addition to a formatter (Nroff, described
below) and editor, a host of auxiliary programs [Kernighan
1978-D] can be used on the same files, sSome as preprocessors
or postprocessors for Nroff, It may be noted here that this
preprocessing does conflict somewhat with the “file inser-
tion” (discussed below) that is widely used with Nroff and
other formatters.

(On the other hand, there are also formatters combined
with an editor that acts only as an input preprocessor,
designed for non—interactive systems; since the formatter
could stand alone, these too are regarded in this thesis as
being of the conventional type.)

Since this kind of formatter cannot be idempotent, the
unformatted input text must be kept on file for editing;

some users consider this defect serious.



2{(e) The Specialized Editor-Formatter

The conventional method has another disadvantage: a
separate, general-purpose editor may be less useful than one
especially for editing (natural language) texte. This
presupposes a specialized data structure for texty which may
as well serve as the input to the formatter; thus the editor
and formatter best form a single packagee. A necessary ad-
Junct to this is a facility to take Input text and transform
it into the specialized structure. The structure could be
designed for formatted as well as {(or instead of) unfor-
matted text; then, transformation cut of the structure, for
output, would be reguired.

Since this method virtu&lly requires that a complete
text handling system be written, the designer has more flex-
ipility than with a conventional formatter. The commands
can be made invisible where this 1Is desired, and can be en-—
tered by any of +the methods described above, or even in-
teractively while text 1s not being entered. The formatter
can be idempotent as long as the text files considered are
in the special structure. QUIDS [ Coulouris 1976], discussed

pelow, is an example of such a system.



3., AN ORGANIZATION FOR THE NEW FORMATTER

The distinctive property of EZ27 was to be the ability
to edit formatted text with minimal reprocessing. A program
that is only a formatter obviously cannct do this; clearly a
combined editor~-formatter approach 1s necessary,y, and EZ27
was designed that waye

EZ27 was implemented on the University of Waterloo
Mathematics Faculty Computing Facility Time-Sharing System
(IS5); this system already supports an excellent general~-
purpose text editor, QED {QED 1980] (now being replaced by a
variant FRED [Gardner 1981]), which is used with conven-
tional formatters, chiefly Rotf (descri bed below)e.
Designing an editor for a new data structure that would com-
pete satisfactorily with QED would be a major task. In~-
s tead, EZ27 was designed to accept as initial input text and
commands organized as for a conventional formatter, so that
QED could be used to prepare inputs Of course EZ27 also in-
cludes its own Editor comgponent, but this is a relatively
simple affair intended for local corrections rather than

major changes.

3(a) The Galley File

EZ27 was designed t0o operate in two passes, with
editing permitted between them. The output produced by Pass
1 is written on the galley file, which therefore must con-
taln all the information needed for Pass 2 to produce the
final outpute. It also must be directly editable, with local
changes in +the text producing only local changes in the
file. For practicality, Pass 1 should do most of the worke.

In epportioning the processing between Passes 1 and 2,



S

one should consider just what is likely to be affected by a
changey say, of one word in a document. Within the affected
paragraph, every word following the change will likely be
moved to a new location. If this does not change the number
of output lines in the paragraph, there will be no other ef-
fects anywheree. If it does, the output location of every
subsequent paragraph may change, with some lines being moved
between pages; this may change the total number of pages in
the document; but that will almost certainly be alle. ( Far—
reaching effects are possible, 1if unlikely. For instancey, a
plece of text may be associated with a footnote, or its page
number may be mentioned elsewhere in the documente. If that
text happens to be moved to another page, the associated
changes could cascade indefinitely.)

This suggests that the natural dissection of the for-
matting task is between paragraph formatting as Pass 1, and
page formatting as Pass 2« The galley file should contain a
list of paragraphs, with the complete text and formeatting
information for eachs (As mentioned above, this 1is the
reason for the name “galley file”, and thus for “EZ27".) In
the case of simple running text, Pass 2 then has merely to
place the paragraphs to0o fil1l up pagesy, and handle the

dividing of paragraphs between pages.

3(b) Paragraph Numbers

Since it is essential that the galley file be editable,
each paragraph must be addressable; one fairly natural (and
easy to implement) way is by paragraph numbers, much 1like
the line numbers in many text editors.

In QED, a line's number is merely the number of 1lines

before it plus 1, S0 it can vary with changes elsewhere.,
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OED works well only because most of the time the user does
not specify an explicit line number: the operand line is
addressed by default, or in terms of the last oney, or |is
located by a context search for some pattern. It does not
seem a good idea to allow context searches of the entire
galley file, for it will not be in internal memory; the user
should locate the desired paragraph by other means (from =a
printer proof, or by examining nearby paragraphs)es
Therefore, numbering with consecutive integers, as in QED,
would not be best for EZ27.

Most other editors regard a line!'s number as its in-
variant label. Multiples of, say,y 100 may be used ini-
tiallyy, s0o that ingertions can use integer numbers in the
appropriate range. Alternatively, inserted lines may have
numbers with decimal places, and consecutive integers be
used initially; the number of places may be limited, so the
numbers are really scaled integers, and then there 1is no
functional difference between the two variants. The APL
function editor's approach was chosen on esthetic grounds
for BZ27'%s paragraph numbering. This uses the second al ter-
native, but whenever the editor terminates it first reas-
slgns the line numbers t0 congecutive integers to facilitate
future insertions (among other reasons). Actually, this
last effect should really be optioconal, in case the user is
working from a printer proof.

In EZ27, then, paragraphs are assigned consecutive in-
tegers as they are put on the galley file, and decimals are
used to specify intermediate numbers for insertions; but
when one has finished dealing with a particular galley file,

its paragraphs are renumbered with consecutive integers,
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3{c) Practical Considerations

Though the galley file consists in theory of a sinmple
sequence of numbered paragraphs, usage considerations must
affect its implementation. The following operations are
frequent, and each should be reasonably efficient: sequen—
tial reading of paragraphs; random reading of one paragraph;
replacement of one paragraph by a new verslion; random dele-
tion of one paragraph or a group of consecutive ones; inser-
tion of one or many paragraphs at a random point; locating
the final paragraph (for insertions after it); moving a
paragraphe.

Most processing of the text and commands should be done
in Pass 1, but there are some formatting operations that in-
herently must be deferred to Pass 2: starting a new page,
for instance, or handling a footnote. Thus, commands for
these must be put in the galley file along with the
paragraphs. The approach adopted, in order to keep Pass 2
simple, was to parse and validate the commands in Pass 1,
and write on the file a coded form, called an ppcode. Most
opcodes are logically located between particular paragraphs;
t herefore, a structure should be chosen where they can
resemble paragraphs, and opcodes and paragraphs can be num-
bered and otherwise handled in the same fashion.

However, some Pass 2 commands (such as footnotes) must
be associated with particular positions in the text, even in
mid-paragraph, and may reqguire considerable amounts of text
as operands. The latter property can be provided by a form
of ppcode that resembles a paragraph in that it has text,
but is still marked as an opcode in some way; for the
former, an invisible command must be inserted in the text

indicating the place associated with the opcode.



4. A HYPOTHETICAL FORMATTER

The terminology of text formatting is used guite diver-
gently by different writers, This thesis attempts to be
consistenty rather than following its sources, and in-
troduces sSome new terms. Any underlined term anywhere in
this thesis is taken to be defined by the context in which
it +then occurs, and willl be used consistently with that
meaning throughout, (By contrasty, a few terms8 in quotation
marks are local to particular sectionse.)

Likewise, many writers have described the features they
feel are desirable in text processing systems [Landau 1971,
eapecially pages 135-156 and [Schatzkin 1871; Seybold 1971;
Tunnicliffe 1971]; Muir 1972]. Here, the author lists what
in his opinion are the essential functions of a good conven-
tional formatter, in terms of a hypothetical one called
Hypos Some additional features that are useful but not es—-
sential are described as belonging to Hyper, considered as
an enlarged variant (a superset) of Hypoe.

The subheadings in this and the following section are
included for ease of cross—reference, as all topics are
covered in the same order throughout,. Their exact meanings

are not to be taken too strictly.

Commands and Names

The input consists of general text, which is plaipn text
interspersed with commands, distinguished syntactically.
When several commands occur with no plain text intervening,
a slightly clearer and more compact syntax called a gommand
list can be usade. The input is in the character set of the
implementation computer; the output, formatted text, in the

appropriate code to drive a (certain) typesetting machine.

12
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For every Hypo and Hyper command that affects the
processing of subsequent text, there is another command, or
another option of the same one, that has the opposite ef-
fects this will generally not be mentioned belowe. The
control characters, which distinguish commands and such

hings {not to be confused with, sayy ASCII control

o

characters )y, can be reassigned by the Cecntrol commande.

Most commands (wherever it makes sense) that take a
numeric argument redefining a formatting gparameter (margin
position, type size, etcs) or a variable (see below) allow
it to be specified as a relative value, by implication added
t0, or subtracted from, the previocus value. In Hyper, ex—
pressions can be used in place of numbers, and a scale
designator can be appended to numeric arguments so0 that
physical dimensions can be expressed in inches, centimeters,
points, picas, etcasay and in relative units proportional to
the type size.

Symbolic names, mAaCrosy can be assigned to general text
by the Define command, The syntax denoting an lnsgertions, or
invocation, of a macro allows arguments; the macro text sup-
plied to the Define command may include markers indicating
where the text of each argument I8 to be inserted. Symbolic
names can also be assigned to integer values; these are
variables. In Hyper, symbolic names can also be assigned to
formatted text; since these cannot be invoked with argu-
ments, they do not gualify as macrosy so they are called
strings (in this case, formatted strings; they are not te be
confused with character strings, which are simply sequences
of characters), All these symbolic names may be reassigned
many timese Macros and variables may be inserted within
commands as well as in plain text. In Hyper, there are some

predefined functions that are invokecd like macros but

»
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produce a numeric result like wvarjables; they compute such
things as the output size of some text.
The variable "pnum” always contains the current page

number, and may be reassligned.

Qrdinary Horizontal Effects
Any type size and font available on the output device

can be obtained by using the Size and Font commands respec—
tively; the latter's possible arguments are predefined sym-
bolic names. Hyper also has an Under command, which causes
characters to be underlined on output.

By default, each output line is filled with as many
words as fit, and then pad .justified, meaning that the 1left
and right margins are aligned by expanding blanks in the
line.

The Break command interrupts fillingy forcibly ter-—
minating the output line currently being built. Several
other commands &those for which it makes sense) cause such a
break as a side effect. Filling can be turned off al-
together by the Nofill command: in pofill mode, each new—
line in the input implies a breake.

Other _Jugstification modes, selected by the Just com—
mand, are left, rizbt, and center, in which each output line
is not padded but may be shifted to be aligned by one margin
or the center. {In pad mode, any line ended by a break |is
left Justified,) Hyper also has jn and out modes, which are
respectively equivalent to right and left on odd-numbered
pages, but vice versa on evenes The Title command produces a
three-part title liney of which the first part is left
Justified, t he second centered, and the third right
Justified: this is handy for titles, and simple table en-

tries.
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When filling 1lines, words may be automatically
hyphenated to improve the fit., The Hyph command activates
this,y, and can also specify discretionary hyphenation points
different from those chosen automatically.

The left and right output margins can be reset by the
Margin command, The Indent command gives temporary margin
changes, for just one output line, as at the beginning of a
paragraphe A default jndentation (amount) can be speclfied,
so that it need not be given anew at each jndent ( instance).
In Hyper, temporary indents may apply for any (specific)
number of output lines, and successive ones to the same mar-

g2in may be nested.

Special Horizontal Effects

Hypo's Tab command sets a tadb character and tab sitops
for formatting tabular datae. This works best in nofill
mode . At each occurrence of the tab character, the current
output position is calculated, then advanced to the next tab
stope. Associated with each tab stop is a Justification
mode , which is applied to the line fragment that begins
there, using the tab stops as alignment margins.

Hyper's Table command is quite different and rather
more general. It is given one or more tarle Iformats, each
being a list of the ,justification modes, and optional width
information, for each column in the table; then this is fol-
lowed by a list of table entries, which can be general text,
not just simple line fragments., After the whole +table has
been assembled, the appropriate column widths analogous to
tab stops are computed, and then the table 1Is produced.

Hyper's Column command gives multiple-column putput:
the output page is partitioned intoc two or more more columns

of equal width, the output simply being formatted as though



156

the page width were rather smaller, and the small pages then
set in parallel, Hyper's Newcol command skips output to a
new column.

Hypo's Merge command defines a merge pattern. This is
a line of characters that is compared with each output line;
wherever the regular output line has blank spacey the
character in corresponding position in the merge pattern is
printed. Vertical rules can be obtained this way, as well
as leadering, but the latter is sBomewhat awkward since
extraordinary blanks (see below) may have to be used in the
text to prevent leadering being inserted where it does not
belong. Hyper has a Leader command that specifies the exact
position to ingert leadering, and a string to repeat as the
leadering. In Hyper, another way to get vertical rules is

with the Table commande.

Yertical Effects ,

The Space command leaves a vertical space of specified
size in the output, or, in Hyper, 1t may advance to a cer-
taln position on the rage. The body or bhody size of the
output type, which is the usual line spacing as measured
from baseline to baseline, can be reset by the Body command.

As implied above, the output is finally divided into
pages, which are numbered, normally, consecutively from 1.
The Page command forces output to skip to the next page, or
the next odd or even pages The Height command resets the
size of a pagee.

By default, each page has a certain amount of top mar-
2in and bottom margin which is left blank; the sizes may be
reset by the Marg command. The Head or Foot command,
respectively, sets a heading or footing to be printed in
those margins of every page; Hypo allows multiple headings



17

and footings, and they can bhe three—-part titles. The cur-
rent page number may be Iinserted into the heading or footing
when it is printed. In Hyper, headings and footings are
considered simple reusable traps. Traps may be set at any
page location, and may include general text (any commands in
the trap are executed when it is tripped), and thus alsos in
effect, formatted text.

Footnotes also can contain general text, and are set by
the Footnote commande. They are placed at the bottom of the
first page where theré is roomy after the command is encoun-
tered. In Hyrper, footnotes are generalized to gpe-time
trapss, which are like reusable tragps, except that they
disappear after being tripped. Both kinds are set by the At
commande

Text may >be cons idered a seguence of paragraphs
delimited by breaks. Hypo will not allow a paragraph to be
divided between pages if one portion would be very shorte.
Instead, a blank line 1Is placed at the bottom of the page,
and the line that would have been printed there starts the
next page. This widow elimination feature may be disabled,
or the critical “very short” length increased above one
line, by the Widow commande. All this also applies in Hyper
to a paragraph divided arcund a trar or between columnse. In
Hyper, glued text, a section of general text that must not
be divided, may be specified explicitly by the Glue command;
Hyper's Float command gives floatlpg glued text, which must
not bhe divided but need not print immediately (other plain

text could fill the paged.
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Lnput/Output Effects

General text may be inserted not only from a macro but
from a file, by the Read command. File ipsertion enables a
large document to be edited in parts of handy size ( this
thesis comes from over 30 flles); alsoy, it allows a set of
common macros or initializing commands to be used with
several different documents.

The Index command appends formatted text to an jndex
file, as for a table of contents (with page numbers obtained
from Tpnum”). In Hyper, there is also a Write command,
which appends text still in the input form to a work file,
which could later be used in a Read commands Any variables
and macros invoked in the text are inserted, but commands
are copied and not executed. Hyper also has a System com—
mand, which is like Write except that the text is passed as
a command to the system instead of written to a file, and
{where the installation allows) a Pipe command, in which the
text is sent to another programe

The If command gilves conditional processing of some
general text, and thus conditional execution of commands;
the Note command is for unconditional omission, giving com~—
ments. Hyper also has a While command that causes some
general text to be inserted in the input repeatedly until
some condition is false. Conditions are specified by rela-
tions among numerical expressions, or by string equality or
inequality.

Since some input devices may have a limited character
set, the Case command 1is available to provide automatic
translation of gcase escape sequencese. That is, a gcage
escape character can be chosen, and each letter in the input
translated to upper case, or lower case, or sismply the op-

posi te case, except when preceded by that character, which
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reverses the case of the letter and itself vanlishes.

Since the typesetter?'!s character set may be larger than
the computer?’s, the Char command is available to obtain the
additional characterse. It can change the normal output as-
sociation of some input character otherwise unused (such as
an ASCII control character, if ASCII i1s the character set),
to be some output character otherwise wunavailable; another
option simply makes the command behave like a string whose
value is the desired characters Alsc obtainable with Char

is +the extraordipnary blank, which prints as a blank but is

otherwise treated as an ordinary graphic characters

The Literal command takes +the following (specified
amount of) input gquite literally, ignoring any characters
with speclial syntactlic meanings (If this would be needed
frequently, the Control command should probably be used.) In
Hyper, the Trans command controls automatic transliteration
of cutput, which provides an alternative to the Char com-
mand, and another way t0 output control characters: any

output character can gimply be mapped into any other.



5. A PARTIAL SURVEY OF TEXT FORMATTERS

Before choosing the commands and syntax of EZ27,
various conventioconal formatters were studied. Thosey, and
some others, are compared in this rather long {(but perhaps
interesting in its own right) sectione. First, CypherText,
DIP, FORMAT, NROFF (with -ms, TROFF, EQN, and TBL), PAGE-1,
PROFF, QUIDS, Roff {(and Vroff), RUNOFF, SCRIPT, TEX (with
Basic format), and TYPE are described in detail; then, soms
distinctive features of various other formatters are
described.

For uniformity's sake, the various names will be writ-
ten with only the first 1letter capitalized (TEX will be
called Tex, though properly 1t would have to use Greek
script letters in lower casa),. Likewise, the present tense
is used throughout, though, as the reference dates Indicate,
some descriptions are surely out of date, albeit +the most
recent found. {The Honeywell Computer Journal is defunct,
for instances.) Some of these names have been reused for
several varlant or even entirely different formatters, for
instance “Runoff” [Roistacher 1974], but each description
makes clear which formatter i3 being described.

Each description (including Bypoy as mentioned above)
lists topics in the same order. Several features that are
more or less identical among most or all of the formatters
are described below; each detailed description assumes
these, unless otherwise stated.

The formatters are of the conventiocnal type. Input is
in the form of a file of ordinary characters, consisting of
general text, made up of lines separated by npnewlipe
characters ( sometimes represented as "<nl>%; thus “<ni>:*

means a newline followed by a colon)e. The output from the

20
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formatters falls into two types: pongospaced (having all
characters the same width, like these) and typeset.

Filling and pad justification are default, but nofill
and left and center modes are availables There is a bresk
commandy and some other commands also cause breaks.
Automatic hyphenation is optional, and discretionary
hyphenation points are supporteds.

The fornatters of monospaced text support underlining;
those with typeset output allow selection from a range of
type sizes and, independently, fontse. Body size can be
selectedy and vwvertical space (blank lines) left where
desired.

The left and right margins can be reset; the left mar-
gin <can be changed tenporarily for the first line of a
paragraphe

Output is automatically divided into pages. The page
height and top and bottom margin sizes can be reset, There
are commands to start a new page, and to reset the page
numbers.

File insertion is supported.

S{a) Cyphertext

Cyphertext, desligned at the Cyphernetics Corporation
{ Anhn Arbor, Michigan), is a general-purpose formatter for
typeset text, It can drive various typesetters and also
produce monospaced proofs. The jisplementation language is
PDP-10 mssembler because “FORTRAN was felt to be too awkward
and inefficlient” for the purpose and nothing else was
avallablee.

The source [ Moore 1970] for this section is not a com—-

plete manual; certain points are not explained.
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Commands and Names

A ™/” begins or ends a command list; commands within a
list are separated by *;7's., A command may be followed by a
space and one or more arguments delimited from each other by

“,"tg, Extra blanks are allowed at least after a *," or

‘;', and newlines appear to be equivalent to blanks every-
where, The “/” at least can be set +to ancther character,
but apparently not within a document.

Strings and macros are both supported, but macros may
only be used as commands, whereas strings can be inserted
only as command arguments or in plain text. (And there |1is
the ™map” command, which assigns a string to a 1-character
name) every time that character occurs in the input, the
string is inserted at once, before any syntax scanning for
commands. ) To insert a string (of the ordinary kind) into
text, one uses an "@” followed immediately by the string
name {(presumably delimited by a following blank), or alter-
natively the string name is menticned in an ®*include” com-
mand: *dstring” or “/include string/". Macros, or strings
used as arguments, are simply referred to by name in the
command list: “/macro argument, argument/® or “/command
string, otherargument/”.

The text assigned to a macro or string is given within
the command list as an argument, delimited i1tself by either
*u? 59 ™7 characters (the reference is actually +typeset
with %" and "7"0 characters, but these are very rare on com-
puter systems). A macro'’s parameters are referred +to by
local names 1listed in parentheses after i1ts name. Thus
“/define gap (amount), 'space amount!/” defines a sSynonym
for the “space” commands (The macro text has no “/"'s since

it can only be used as a command anywaye. )

Strings in Cyphertext serve also as variables. The
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values asslgned to them, and other numeric arguments of com~
mands, may be given as expressions.

A predefined string gives the page number, but it is
read-only:? it cannot be reassigned. Other predefined names

give the date, time, and output positione.

Ordinary Horizontal Effects

There is no way to specify discretionary hyphenation

points.

Special Horizoptal Effects

Tabular output appears to be suppor ted. Assigning (by
"set”) a value to the reserved name “field” creates a list
of output columnsy each with agssoclated margin positions and
Justification mode (left, center, right, or pad). Par-—
titioning of output between fields 1s by the *nextfield”
commands I+ is not clear whether this mechanisem can be ap—
plied to give right justification, and permanent changes to
the left margin, in ordinary running text; no other way to
get these effects is described, Useful in tables is the
*leader” command, which repeats its single-character argu-

ment as a leader to fill the output line.

Yertical Effects
Cyphertext can autcematically leave vertical space

between paragraphs, as well as Iindenting the first line of

eache

Reusable traps are supported at the top and bottom of

the pages
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Input/Qutput Effects

Conditional input can be obtained by the “skipif” com-
mand, which takes as arguments a relational operator and two
numeric expressions (in that order). If the relation is
true, commands and text are ignored (though parsed) untlil an

Yendif” command is encountered.

5(p) Dip

Dip was written at the Tata Institute for Fundamental
Research (Bombay, India). It contains a device-independent
portion that can handle monospaced or typeset text, and
postprocessors for various typese tters; there is even a
monospacing postprocessor for typeset text, as for proofing.
Dip?'s intended user community was compositors rather than
computer people: it “inrplements a minimal but complete set
of composition primitives.” The implementation language |is
FORTRAN 1V, for portability.

The source [ Mudur 1979} for this section is not a com-

plete manual; certain points are not explaineds.

Commands and MNanmes

A command occupies one line starting with ™7

’ except
that o ™<” on that line effectively starts a new line; in

other words, “*<nl>**, and sometimes “<*x", starts a command

and “<® or a newline ends it. (This is not quite accurate

*+ ¥ at the very beginning of the input would also

since a
indicate a command. For purposes of discussion it is being
assumed, in fact, that a virtual newline always precedes the
input, so that a newline does precede each line.)

N

The command name follows the and may be given

either in a long form or as an acronym: “alter left margin”
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or t*alm”. In the long formy, 5 characters of each word are
significant; the blanks between words are therefore man-
datorys It is also possible to define a synonym for a com™~
mand, or rename 1t altogether. Scale designators are al-
lowed for physical dimenslions.

Commands may always be specified with associated
“*scopes®”s. The characters *<”7 and “>7 form pairs, with
nesting allowed; when *{" terminates a command, its scope is
the general text up to the matching *>%. This is recom-
mended for relatively short sectlons of text. Also
avallable are “blocks”, apparently defined by paired com—~
mandsy which render any commands within them as local to
themes The character “*" at least can be reset.

Two blank lines in succession indicate a new paragraphy
but “of course” this feature is optional; Dip also supports
some special handling of punctuation on inputy but just what
is not explained, except that it can be changed by command.
Since Indla is multilingual, Dip was designed not to be
restricted to English text.A

Macros are available, but no details of syntax are ex-

plained; the only example given is “in pseudo Dip (to avoid

further explanation of Dip commands)?.

Ordinary Horizontal Effects

Subpscripting and superscripting, regarded as additional
fonts, are supported.

Right Jjustification 1is available.,

The automatic hyphenation facility does not support
discretionary hyphenation points, but does have a built-in
hyphenation exception dictionary, vhose use is optional.

There is a command to update the exception dictionary.
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Yertical Effects

There are commands for headings, footings, footnotes,
and *blank space for figures”, Vertical justification |is
available. More general “trap” concepts were specifically

excluded as inappropriate to a compositor~oriented system.

lpput/Qutput Effects

There are commands for conditional input, which are not
discussed in detail, The current output position can be
tested, as c¢an whether the page 1s a right- or left—hand
ones The conditional text is apparently specified 1like
other commands' scopes.

There is a command to translate output into block
capltals; no other case translation commands are mentioned,

Ordinary file insertion is not supported, but macro

libraries (on random—-access files) can be accessed

dynamically.

S(c) Format

Format [ Berns 1969] was written at IBM and ™is a
single, productiony batch processing progrem .. best suited
for documents which do not require the highest quality
printing and which are characterized by high revision
rates.” Its ocoutput is monospaced. The implementation

language 1s IBM FORTRAN 1IV.

Commands and Nanes

Input 1s initially in Rcontrol card mode”, wherein each
1ine is taken as containing one command. {(The first three
letters are significant} the rest cf the line is only ex-

amined for arguments.) The “G0” command switches to “text
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mode”, where input is taken as general text, and newlines
are totally ignored (except in nofill mode). In text mode,
the sequence * )7 initiates a command 1list, and another
blank terminates {it; each command consists of one or two
characters only. The “V” command switches back to control
card mode.

On input, maltiple blanks are interpreted the same as
single ones; the *N-8-2 multipunch” character is an extra-—

ordinary blank.

Ordinary Horizontal Effects

There is no automatic hyphenation, though lines may be
broken at actual input hyrhens.

Functions affecting the document layout are generally
separated by Format into two kinds of commands : "layout
control” commands (of the control card type) specifying what
is to happen, and “text control” ccmmands (of the single-
character type) indicating where. Margin changes of all
kindss and tabbing, work that way: one control card has a
list of pairs of left and right indentations, another has a
1list of tab stops, and a third gives the indentation for the
beginning of each paragraph. The corresponding text control
commands then select a pair of indentations from the 1list
{either permanently or as a hanging indent), advance the
output to the next tab stop (filling with either blanks, or

*,"tg as leaders), or start a new paragraphe

Special Horizontal Effects
Multiple-column output is available.
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Yertical Effects

A heading may be defined, though perhaps only one line
is allowed; either footings {(on a similar basis) or foot-
notes are also supported, but not both. (These points are
not explained clearly, nor is the syntax of the relevant
commands.s ) Page numbers may be printed in either one of the
top corners, or both alternatelye.

A pair of commands can delimit a section of glued text;
the alternative peed makes the following (specified number

of) output lines into glued text.

laput/Qutput Effects

Format does not support file insertion.

The "DIC® command generates an alphabetical list of all
words of 4 or more letters in the input.

The main output can be duplicated (including side-by-
side printer copies)y, sent to tape,y, or punched.

There is no conditional input, nor any way to enter an
ordinary blank followed by a “)” literally.

Input <can be from tape, and can be specified as being
in upper and lower case, or IBM Model 026 or 029 keypunch
characterss, When it is in upper case, it is mapped to lower
case, except as indicated by the case escape, which is the
"gZ#: 3£ this is used as a command it starts or ends block
upper case output. There is also a mode where the first
letter of each word is capitalized on output, as for a name,
and a mode where Format attempts to recognize new sentences
and capitalize the first letter of each one automatically.
Speclal characters can be entered as two hexadecimal digits
preceded by “1”: e.g., *1B2” gives an EBCDIC “27,

This batch-oriented formatter has its own editor, of

1t he preprocessing type. Invoked by the “EDI” control card,
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it takes commands such as °“SINSERT”, with an input card
number and word number to indicate a position. The editor
command “SLOCATE”? lists where a given word is used; applied
to words selected from the ®DIC”'s output, this could be

helpful in (manually ) preparing an indexs

5(d) Nroff (and Troff)

The names Nroff and Troff both refer to a general pur-
pose formatter [Ossanna 1977; Kernighan 1978-A] written at
Bell Telephone Laboratories (Murray Hill, New Jersey) and
modeled somewhat after Roff but with an eye to greater flex-
ibility. Troff's output is typeset (on a Graphic Systems
phototypesetter), but monospaced proof output is avaellable;
Nroff's is monospaced (but variable-width blanks are sup—
ported when the output device permits). For input com-
patibility, Nroff generally ignores functions relating to
typeset text only. Both versions are being discussed below,
except where Troff is mentioned by name: *Nroff” 1is wused

for bothe. The implementation language 1s C.

Commands and Names

In Nroff, either “<nld.” or *<nld>'” gtarts a command
{ when *1” js used, the ccmmand never causes a break), and a
newline ends it:. After the control character, the next non-
nplank character and the character after that are the command
name; the rest of the input line nay contain arguments,
generally delimited by blankse.

Some other commands, called “escape sequences”, are
initiated by the single character *\” s0 that they can occur
in the middle of an input linej the following character

names the escape sequences Any arguments follow im-
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mediately. (They are mostly short and never need a ter-
minating newlinee. For instance, "\sl10” gives type size 10
points in Troff.) Some escape sequences produce single
characters: "\ * gives an extraordinary blank and "\\? a
literal ™\”. There are commands to reset each of the con-

" # g W b
o 9 pl y and \"o

trol characters

There are also certain implicit effects needing no com-
mand? a wholly blank (or null) input line causes a break
and a blank output line, while a line of text with some
leading blanks causes a break and a corresponding~sized tem-
porary indent. Also, the punctuation marks .7, *?, and
“31” are special in that if they occur at the end of an input
line but are placed in the middle of an output Lline by
filling, they are taken as end—-of—-sentence indicators and
followed by extra spaces

Relative values are often allowed for numeric argu-
ments, and if these arguments are omitted the action 1is to
restore the previous wvalue of the parameter, where this
makes sense. Numeric expressions may be used for arguments
as well as constants, and relaticnal operators such as >
are permitted in expressions (as in APL and B, they give an
integer truth wvalue of 0 or 1)s Arguments that refer to
physical distances may (and, in sSome cases a naive user
might not expect, practically must) include a scale desig-
nator,. Some scale units have somewhat different meanings in
Troff, including some relative units., Also, where it makes
sense, arguments can be specified with a preceding Al Bed to
indicate absolute physical position: “<nl>'sp |61i”7 causes
+the next output line to be spaced down to 6 inches below the
top of the page.

Some commands operating on considerable amounts of text

use a specified number of following input lines as thelir
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operands: “<nl>.ce 3" centers the next 3 lines, breaking on
each. Other syntactic forms are described below.

Nroff has several commands to define macros and
strings. The basic “de” (define macro) takes for the macro
text each input line up to (and excluding) one starting with
*.e”: another command { or macro) name can be specified as a
delimiter on the “de” command, and then the text taken |is
everything up to the first occurrence of that command, which
is then executeds Also, the *di” command diverts output in-
to a ‘form&tted string (with minor restrictions in Troff);
the diversion runs until another “di” command occurs, and a
*4i” with no argument restores normality. The “ds” (define
string) command takes for the contents of a string the rest
of the input line following the string name and delimiting
planks (an initial *"" will be dropped, soc that the string
may begin with blanks, but it can never contain a newling).
For each of “de”, ™di”, and “ds”, there is a corresponding
command that works the same way except that the text is ap-~
pended to the macro or string.

Nroff also supports variables. Each may be assigned an
individual output format (such as Rowan numerals) and “auto-
increment size” (see below; default is 1).

Macro, stringy, and variable names are restricted to a
2-character maximum. The invocation of a macro or formatted
string is syntactically the same as a command: *<nl1>."” A(or
“nl>**®) followed by the name and perhaps arguments. The
places to insert the arguments on invocation are indicated
in the macro text by ®\$” (which must be entered as “\\$” on
definition) followed by a digit denoting the argument
number: *<nld.de pw <n1>\\$2th power of \\§1 <nl1d..
<ald>.pw two 5” would result in “Sth power of two”.

A “ds”-defined string is invoked by ™\ *”, followed by
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the string name if it is 1 character, or by ™M” and +the
string name (no “)7) if it is 2 characters. A variable is
invoked similarly, except that “\n”y, "\ n+%, or "\n-" is used
instead of ™ *”; the two latter forms first add toy, or sub-
tract from, the variable its auto-increment size.

One use of macros is the provision of predefined
packages which may simplify preparation of a particular kind
{or several kinds) of document by providing relatively
specific functions which the forwmatter does not support
directlyy though the user could produce them with ap-
propriate macros or combinations of formatter commands.
Such a package, of fairly general scope, is avalilable on
UNIX for use with Nroff, under the name -ms [Lesk 1978].
Some of its features will be described below.

Although an input newline is ncrmally taken as a word
space, and a break if in nofill mode, preceding it with \Nc”
cancels these effects, so that commands may be placed within
a word of texts. This is called jpnterrupted text procegssings
On the other hand, the escape sequence "\<nl>” (a congcealed
newline) is totally 1gnored, thus permitting arbitrarily
long IJETCaI input lines.

Nroff has many predefined variables, Including the page
number, date (by components, including day of the week),
distance to next trap ¢cr end of page, and number of argu-
ments with which the macre currently being Inserted was in-
vokeds Some are read-only. A predefined function
*\wistringf” (*f” can be almost any character) computes the
width of a character string (and sets variables to indicate
the presence of ascenders or descenders) and can be used in

place of 2 number in expressionse.
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Ordinary Horizontal Effects

The Graphic Systems phototypesetter supports various
special characters, each available in Troff by “\(* followed
by the character!s 2-character name: for instance, “\(dd”
gives “*t”. These special characters include ligatures for
“e£”, “rf£i”, “f£1”7, “£i”, and “f17; besides their escape se-
quences., the ligatures may optionally be generated
automaticelly by the corresponding letter sequences in plain
text. When not in Troff, the special characters are
represented with combinations of normal characters as far as
possibles With -ms, strings are available for various ac-

cents to be properly placed: for instancey, the string wte

places that accent, so “\* a” gives “ar.

Continuous underlining is available as well as the
usual underlining of alphanumeric characters only. In
Troff, though, either kind is interpreted as a font change.
{ Conversely, the corresponding font's escape sequence in
Troff gives underlining when not in Troff.) Also, in Troff,
a font can be assigned a single type slze, or can be embol-
dened by overstriking each character with itself slightly
offset.

There is an escape sequence that causes a break with
pad justification on the partial line it terminates (unlike
a normal break).

It is possible to request that hyphenation never

separate 2 letters from the rest of the word, and that words

never be hyphenated onto the next page {(or around a trap),
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Special Horizontal Effects

With -—ms, the user can automatically produce section
headings with structured numbering (esgesy 3.1.4 for section
3, subsection 1, item 4),.

Nroff allows three—-part title lines anywhere. The com-
mand requesting them is followed on the same line by a se-
quence like “fxfyfzf®, where *x", “y”, and “z” are the three
parts, and *f* is any character not found in any of the
parts,. The user may also specify a short hyphenation excep-
tion list,

With -ms, a paragraph may be specified with a hanging
indent of the left margin, or with indents of both margins.
There is also a -ms macro which will take a group of lines,
center the longest one, and align all the others with it by
the left margine.

In addition to the tab character, the ASCII TAB, Nroff
has a “leader character”, the ASCII SCH,. Elther one |is
interpreted on input, before formatting, and causes the fol-
lowing text to be advanced to the next tab stop {(tab stops
are set by command); the intervening space is filled with
repetitions of the tab replacement character (normally the
extraordinary blank), or the “leader replacement charac ter”
{ normally .7, respectively. The two replacement
characters are resettable, independently, but the tab and
leader characters are note. {There are esScape sSequences
giving literal tab and leader characters.)

A flexible Jjustificatlion mechanism usable with tables
is controlled by resettable “field delimiter” and “padding
indicator” characters. Ceccurrences of the former are used
to partition an input line into flelds corresponding to tab
stopsy much as tab characters doj but instead of left

justifying the line fragment within each field, the places
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marked by padding indicator characters are blank-padded
equally to fill the available space in the field.

As mentioned above, a number of other programs are used
in conjunction with Nroff on UNIX [Kernighan 1978-D]. One
is Tbl [Lesk 1979], a general program for table formatting.
It is a preprocessor: its output is normally passed (via a
UNIX “pipe”) toc Nroff. The pseudo-command “<nl>.TS” in-
dicates a table; ™<nl>.,TE” ends it. Fverything not in a
table is passed though unaltereds.

Since Tbl is not part of Nroff propery it will not be
described fully here, but a simple example will be given.
The ®TIS” 1line might be followed by a table format such as
*"c s ¢y 1L n ne”; this means that the first line of the table
contains a field centered over two columns (“s”, for ‘span',
means this columh is combined with the previous one, for
this 1line), then another centered field, while esach subse-
quent line contains a left justified field and two numeric
fields to be alligned by thelr urits digit. Following the
format line would be the datay, with a +tab character
delimiting each entry and a newline each new rows,

In Tbl, table entries can be general text, not  ust
line fragments; column widths and spacings can be ei ther
specified or deduced; various boxes and lines can be drawn;
the completed table can be centered as a whole.

With -ms, multiple—-cclumn output is available.

For each nonblank cutput line, Nroff can print in the
right margin a “margin character®, and in the left margin a
1ine number (which may be blanked out when not a multiple of
some specified value).

Nroff supports lgocal motionsy ie.e.y explicit changes in
the positioning of text {(in any direction); abbreviated

escape Sequences provide common motions such as forward and
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reverse half linefeeds for superscriptinge. The user can
also space up +the page to a position explicitly marked by
command e A character can be repeated to fill a specified
dimension vertically or horizontally, or to match the size
of some text (and -ms can use this tc draw a box around it).
*tTall characters” requiring extra blank space above or below
them are supported, as well as various variations of over-
struck and vertically piled characters.

Another preprocessor is called Eqn or Negqn (for Troff
or Nroff respectively) [ Kernighan 1876-A; Kernighan 1978-T].
It is intended for mathewmatical “formulae”, but is suf-
ficiently general to also be used for chemical equations
[ Edelson 1977]. The formulae can be delimited by pseudo-
commands like Tbhbl's, or the user can define left and right
math delimliter characters {(perhaps the same character) and
put the formula between them. A formula does not cause a
breaky so it can be run in line.

One example will give the flavor of Eqn: “x = {-p +-
sqrt {b sup 2 —-4ac}} over 2a” is the formula for the roots of
*ax sup 2 “+bxtc¥, Here Tsgrt” gives a square root sign

(with vinculum), “over? a displayed fraction, and “sup” a

superscript. (If the letters “sup” were actually wanted, as
in a supremam, enclosing quotes would be necessary?
RHgupn”, ) The blanks in the example are necessary
delimiters? as in programming languages, there are binding
rules +to resolve the operands of “over®, “sup”, and so on.
The *{” and ™} ” characters produce no output but override
+the binding rules3 characters such as parentheses are not
special to Egn and have no ettect on binding (after all,
*(0yx]" is a legitimate formula)s Anything interpreted as
an ordinary math variable is set in italics unless otherwise

requesteds R +=-® nhecomes *t¥, and other special characters
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are similarly available by reserved character Sequencese.
Accents and multi-line arrangements are also supported.

In Nroff +there are several formatting gpnvironments
identified by numbers., Each has its own values for many
formatting parameters such as margin settings, Jjustification
mode, £1i1l mode, tab stops, hyphenationy body size, tab
replacement character, and ccntrol characters. All commands
affecting such parameters do so only within the current en-
vironments The user can switch to another environment with
the “ev” command, which pushes and pops a {(limited) stack of
current environment numbers (not of environments, S0 the

same one can be on the stack more than once).

Yertical Effects

Any macro can be associated, as a trap, with the end of
the input, or else with a position in either the output
page, the current output diversion, or the input; when that
position is reached, the trap is tripped and the macro in-
vokeds. Traps associated with the output page are reusable;
the other kXinds are inherently one—time. A trap contalning
plain text ought to switch environments to make the trap
text independent of external matterse. In —msy traps are
used to implement headings, footings, footnotes and
multiple—-column output; none of these facilities iIs provided
by direct Nroff commandse.

Nroff has a need command. There is also a command “sv”
{ *reserve space”) that glves vertical space if there is room
before the end of the page, or the next trap; but if there
is not, the command is simply set aside. An Yos” command
{ *Youtput saved space”) retries the last “sv” if it could not

be executed before: “os” is intended to be used in traps,

giving ®sv” practically the effect of floating glued space.
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Lnput/Output Effects

In addition to the usual file insertion, there is a
command to skip the rest of the current input file and in-
sert another one insteade.

There is a command to accept general text from the
s tandard input (which may be the terminal) until an empty
1line is read, Also, messages can be sent to the terminale.
Anothar command (not in Troff) will pipe the formatter out-
put to another program for postprocessings. There is also a
command to terminate execution.

The “if” command takes a condition argument, then the
rest of the input line is taken as general text (i.e.y one
command or plain text) to be processed or skipped; several
lines can be attached to one “if” command by enclosing them
in "\ {" and ™}”). The condition may be an arithmetic ex-—
pression {(true if positive), a string equality comparison
(syntax similar to three—part tities), or a predefined con-
dition (the parity of the current page numbery, or whether
the formatter is Troff ). Any condition may be preceded by
%1% +o reverse the tests The command “ie” (if-else) is just
the same as “1f” except that the comparison result is also
saved on a stack; later, an “el” command pops that stack and
acts like an "if” with the opposite test to the cor-
responding “ie”'s, There is also a command {syntax like
“de”) to ignore input (except that “\n+” and “\n-"” sequences
still alter variables) up to a specified delimiter, and
there 1s an escape sequence for in~-line ccmments.

Nroff supports automatic character transliteration on
output; if the formatted text is stored (with *di”), trans-
lation takes place then.

On input, macro definitions and any line beginning with

“\1” are processed In “ccpy mode”, where most commands (and
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tab and leader characters) are taken literally but string

and variable invocations are executed.

S(e) Page-1

Page-1 [Pierson 19713 Pierson 1972] was developed at
RCA, with book publishing in mind. It produces output for a

Videocomp typesetter.

Commands and Names

Page—1 considers its input as a continuous stream, not
broken into lines. A command list is enclosed between “[7”
and *]”; commands in the list are separated by “;"’s. Each
c ommand name is 2 characters; it may be followed by argu-
ments, delimited by “,"'s.

Certain commands that reguire a guantity of text, such
as those defining strings and traps, have the text enclosed
in an inner set of “M” and )" characters. That text is
general text: it may include commands, nesting another
*M”* and *17.

String names must also be 2 characters, specifically a

level of

1ettér followed by a digit; furthermore, the initial letters
*a” through *s” are reserved for predefined ones, only ™t”
through “z” being free. A string is invoked by 1i1s name en-—
closed in ™ * and *]”, Jjust like a commandes There is also a
mode wherein all text is both processed normally and saved
in a special string (one of two, identified by numbers and
invoked by a command)s

Variables are numbered, not named., In addition to
“general” integer variables, there are “indirect” variables

containing integers that are the numbers of general

variables. The “gv” and “iv” commands define the two types.
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There are a few special variables that do have names, which
also serve as the commands to assign them (if not read-
only ): *pn”, for instance, is intended for the page number,
puut need not actually be used for that purpose.

The “dc” command inserts in the text the value of 1its
argument, which is an expression: a variable, an integer,
or one of a group of arithmetic commandsy such as Rad”
{ add ), whose arguments are in turn expressions:?
“Mdcy[ads1,ivO5]]” would insert 1 plus the value of the
general variable whose number {is the wvalue of indirect

variable 95,

Ordinary Horizontal Effects

The “hs” command affects the output by dividing all re-
quested type sizes by 2.

Since input has no lines, there can be no nofill mode.

Right justification is available.

Page-—1 has an option where every output line can be
padded, even if terminated by a break. There 1s also a com-—
mand which causes a break {(and pads the partial line thus
formed) only if the current horizontal output position |is
close (the threshold sgecified in relative units) to the
right margin; this horizontal analog of the need command is
used before constructs which Page—-1 might treat as two words
bput which must actually stay on the same line, such as words
with superscript numerals (footnote refgrences) attached.

The amount by which blanks can be altered in width for
justification 18 limited and may be set by the user.,

Page—1 has a hyphenation exception list built inj its

use is optional.,
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Snecial Horizontal Effecte

For tables, three commands, “xc”, *xr”, and “xt” (tab
center, tab right, tab) cause the text following them to be
respectively centered or right or left justified between two
{ possibly specified) tab stops as margins. There are also
commands for horizontal local motions, the distances being
glven in relative units,. The command “f1% is replaced by as
many repetitions of its 1 or 2 argument characters as fit on

the line, for leaderings.

Vertical Effects

In Page-1, not only is output divided into pages, but
pages are divided into “text blocks”.v Page—1 supports traps
at +t+he end of text blocks: the “ab” and ™wb” (after block,
when block) commands respectively set a one~time trap
tripped when the current block endsy and a reusable trap for
the end of every block. These <can be used to implement
headingsy Ffootings, and (with *ib”, described below) foot-
notes: none of these facilities is grovided directly, nor iIs
automatic page numbering. Another form of trap, tripped
8imply by the completion of a filled output line, is set by
“ar” and “wr” (after return, when return), again respec-
tively one-time and reusable.

¥hen there is nothing more tc go In a text block, ver-—
tical Justification can be applied in several wWaAYS,
analogous to the horizontal justificaticn modess The text
can be vertically centered, or justified agalinst the top or
pottom margins of the text block; or it can be padded to be
Justified against both margins, either by expanding the body
size of each line or by padding at specified places. (There
are two commands to leave vertical space: *tj? does, and

*dn® does not, also specify a vertical radding place.)
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Output need not go continuously to one text block until
it is filled. Many text blocks, identified by numbers, can
be active at a time; however, one is designated the
*primary” and a secondy perhaps, the “interrupting” text
block. The “cb” (cantlnua block) command directs output +to
the primary text block. The “ib” directs it to the inter-
rupting block; if there is none, an “sb” (switch block) must
follow immediately +to create one. Finally, “sb” directs

output to a specified text block, which becomes either the

" »

primary or the interruptling text bleock, according as cb  or
*ib” was executed last.
Iaoput/Output Effects

Page—-1 does not support file insertione.

The command “su” begins a “trial set”. That is, the

text read is processed, but the formatted output is merely
saved; the trial set is ended by a “us” command, according
to whose expression argument the saved output is either used
at once or totally ignored.

Conditional processing of general text is available
based on comparisons between two numeric expressionse.

Page-1 has a series of ccmmands which serve as a

preprocessing editor.

5(£) Prott

Proff [ Beach 1976] was designed at the University of
Waterloo with the aim of easily converting existing Roff-
oriented input to be run on its Phcton 737 Econosetter. It
is actually a preprocessor Tfor the primitive formatting
program contained on the snall computer in that typesetter

[ Buccino 1980]. The isplementation language is B.
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Commands and Names

In Proff, *<nl>," initiates a command, and another new-
line terminates its The command name is the 2 characters
following the ™.Y, and wmay be followed by arguments
delimited by blanks. Arguments may be enclosed in the guote
character *"*, sp that they may contain blanks themselves.

“"® can be reset.

The “.” and

Expressions and  relative values are supported for
numeric arguments; when representing physical distances,
they may also have scale designators.

Macros in Proff can bke invoked in two ways: by the
same syntax as commands {except that macrc names need not be
exactly two characters long), and by the use of a resettable
insertion gcharacter followed immediately by a l-character
macro name or by (¥, the macro name and arguments, and “)7.
The insertion character allows a macro to be inserted in the
middle of a word or unfilled line. The places to insert the
arguments are marked when the macro is defined by a
resettable parameter character, a single character used ex-
actly 1like Nroff's *\$”. (By default there is no insertion
or parameter characters)

Variables may be assigned individual output formats;
they also are inserted using the insertion character syntaxe

It is possible to undefine a macro or variable.

The *at” (assign text, meaning define macro) command
takes as t he macro text everything up to an “en” with the
same macro name as argument; this syntax facilitates macros
containing “at” commands. Other commands that operate on a
considerable gquantity of text take it from (a specified

number of) following input 1lines: ®<pld.ce 3" means the

same as in Nroff.
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Ordinary Horizontal Effects
The Photon Econosetter has “ff¥, *f17, and *f1” liga-
ture characters; Proff, optionally, interprets these se—

guences in plain text input as requesting the ligatures.

Special Horizontal Effects

Proff has a tab facility like Hypo's: each tab stop
hasg an associated Justification mode, left, center, or
right. In fill mode, any input line containing a tab
character causes a break, while lines not containing one are
interpreted as continuations of the last fleld, which can be
typeset as several llnes of filled text bounded by the tab
stop and right margin positions. The tab character is ini-
tially the ASCII TAB but can be reset.

Proff supports multiple~column output.

Proff’é *program mode” simultaneously sets nofill mode
and left Jjustification, and turns off hyphenation and 1lliga-

ture recognitiony, as for computer program listings.

Inpput/Output Effects

The “*1g” command causes all input to be ignored until
an “en” whose argument matches tre “ig”'s argument occurs;
the *if” acts the same as ®*ig” if its second argument, an
expression, evaluates to zero, but has no effect otherwise.

Proff has commands to pass characters through to the
typesetter's formatter unchanged except for character set
translation (transliteration)s This is the only way to ob~
tain sSome of the special characters on the device, as well
as certain other effects.

Proff does not support page numberingy, nor any ef fect
that would require the formatter toe Xknow the position of

output on the page.
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5(g) Quids

Quids was developed at Queen Mary College of the
University of London (London, England)e. It operates on
monospaced text, not as a conventional formatter but as a
combined editor-formatter, It is mostly written in ™a high-
level systen implementation language”.

The source [Coulouris 1976)] for this section is not a
complete manual; certain points are noct explained., That
paper describes itself as having been produced “with the as-

sistance of Quids”, but it is typesete.

Commands and Names

There is no general text with Quids; {(almost) all com-
mands are entered interactively, and some cause plain text
to be read from the terminal., That text isy, as in Page—1,
taken as a continuous stream of input, not broken into
lines; from time to time a typed klank produces a displayed
newline, to prevent the terminal'’s lines from overflowing,
put internally it is still a blanke An ASCII ESC terminates
the inputy; to allow more commands, as explained below; the
text is then stored in a galley-file-type structure in
memorys. (When 1t is written to a file, apparently a
sequential-access form of the structure is used.)

Commands are named by single letters, each the initial
of a mnemonic word or phrase; when the letter is typed the
full mnemonic is displayed on the terminal, along with, in
Some Ccases, a generated serial number (as for a new
paragraph), or an interactive request for arguments or a
confirmation. Some commands may also be preceded by argu-
ments as mentioned below.

Two special sequences are recognized In plain text,
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thus being in effect commands: “[ref.” and ™“[fig.", fol-
lowed by @& number and *]”. Also taken as special in plain
text is the character ®*_7; text bounded by two of +them |is
underlined on output.

Quids supports strings identifled by pumbers, but only
for bibliographic references (like “[Coulouris 1976]"). Ap-
parently the string contents must actually begin and end

with M * and *]”., The string is inserted by “[ret.”.

Ordinary Horizontal Effects

No automatic hyphenation is8 mentioned.

There 18 a command %*o specify in advance, along with an
identifying number, a temporary indent of either margin for

several lines; it takes effect following a “[fig.” with that

number.,

Special Horlzontal Effects
Tab stops may be sSet for the nofill, left justified

mode; a tab character {apparently the ASCII TAB) causes the
text to be advanced to the next tab stop.
Quids allows text to be inserted as a marginal note to

the left of the output.

Yertical Effects

Headings are supported, at least in the form of one
centered line, and page numbers may be printed
automatically. Page numbers may not be reset, nor may the
top and bottom margin sizes.

The user may divide the document, by commands, into
sections, and those into subsections. Each has a title,
which will (or may) be printed centered, cptionally preceded

by the section or subsection number,
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There is a command to produce a table of the section
and subsectlion headings, or of the biblicggraphic references,
or of the “index entries”. The format of the table 1is not

explainedy, nor are index entries.

lnput/Outnut Effects

There are several “modes? of interaction, each with its
own set of commands ({whose names, but not mnemonics, may
conflict with other modes)s The initial “context edit” mode
is for operations on gparagraphs: they can be inser ted,
deleted, edited, displayed on the terminal, written to a
file. Its commands are modeled sSomewhat after the text
editor QED: optional preceding arguments may specify a
range of operand paragraphs, the default generally being the
one last referenceds There are also commands to search for
a paragraph containing a particular character string and to
pass to the next or previous paragraphe Paragraphs are ad-
dressed by three numbers, section, subsection, and
paragraph, separated by “."'s. Truncating this, when it
makes sense, denotes an entire sectien or subsection. As in
QED, any insertion or deletion immediately changes =all fol~
lowing addresses; the numbers are alwayes consecutive, The
first paragraph is number 0.0.1 if no section or subsection
heading precedes it.

As well as paragraphs, headings, etce.y the text on the
galley file may include certain opcodes; all types of item
are numbered in the same address space, so that “paragraph”
number 101 would actually be the first section headinge.
There are commands to edit opcodes, but no details are ex-
plained,

“context edit” mode has a commend to replace all occur-

rences of a particular c¢character string, in a range of
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paragraphsy by another. All other editing is done by
aswitching to “local edit” mode for a particular paragraphe.
The commands for this mode are named by various ASCII con-
trol characters, and have no mnemonics; as soon as a command
is given, the displayed text changes to show the result.
The operations are character— and word-oriented; therz2 is no
way Iin any mode to make one paragraph into several, or
several into one, and there are no operations to relocate
texts

The “context edit” mode commands that cause Inszrtions
of paragraphs switch the interaction to “input text” mode.
In this modey, the commands most resemble In function those
of a conventional formatter; some initiate the entry of
plain text, which is actually done in “local edit” mode so
that errors may be corrected at onces An ASCI1I ESC ter—
minates the paragraph and switches back to “input text” mode
for more commandSe.

There is a command in “context edit” mode to insert
text from a file, but what is allowed in that input is not
explained. (Some changes of mode, or equivalent, must be
permitted, if more than one paragraph can bhbe read at a

times )

S(h) Roff (and Vroff)

Roff, a derivative of Runoff intended for general
publication formatting using monospaced text, was written at
Bell Telephone Laboratories ( Murray Hill, New Jersey), where
it has been replaced by Nroff. The University of Waterloo
version | Roff 1978)], described here, has several enhance-
ments; 1lts iwplementation language is B. It was used (with

very minor alterations) for this thesis.
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Vroff is a variant of Roff written at the University of
Waterloo and designed to be portatle between various PDP-11
operating systems; its inplementation language 1Is assembler.
The version [ Vroff 1976 ] described here runs on the Univer-
sity of Waterloo Mathematics Faculty UNIX system. Except
where Vroff 1s explicitly mentioned below, the discussion

applieas to both Roff and Vroffe.

Commands and Names

The command syntax is the same as Proff's (but there is
no default gquote character); the forms of commands operating
on considerable quantltieg of text are also the sames
Interrupted text processing can be obtained by preceding a
newline with the insertion character.

Numeric arguments may be speclified as relative values,
with multiplication and division of the old value by the ar-
gument allowed as well as addition and subtraction. Argu-
ments may be specified as expressions, which may (not in
vroff) include comparison (giving a truth value, 0 or 1),
maximum, and ginupmum ogperators; alsec (not in Vroff), a
character string bounded by the guote character may stand in
place of a number, and its length in characters is used.

Various implicit effects are supported exactly as in
Nroff: input lines beginning with blanks (or null lines)
cause a break and vertical space or a temporary indent,
while certain punctuation marks ending an input line can get
extra space on output. This effect in Roff applies to the
B:” as well as .7, 2%, anda “1”7.

Roff supports variables and macros. The definition and
invocation syntaxes are ldentical with Proff's, including
the use of insertion, parameter, and quote characters, ex-

cept that a macro must have a name exactly 2 characters long
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to be invoked by the same syntax as a command ( names may
have up to 4 significant characters, 10 in Vroff), and in
Vroff macros invoked by the insertion character may not take
argumentsSe. Variables may never have negative wvalues, Each
variable may be associated with an ocoutput format.

Predefined wvariables, besides the page number, include
{not in Vroff) the various components of the time and date

{ and a macro is available to calculate the month name).

Ordinary Horizontal Effects

Roff supports a simulated boldface, obtained by
printing each character 3 times overstruck.

Roff's automatic hyphenation may be turned partially
0oNn,y detecting only discretionary hyphenation points and ex-
isting hyphens, or these things and certain suffixes, as

well as off or fully on. (Auntomatic hyphenation was not im—

plemented in Vreoff.)

Special Horlzontal Effects
Roff's tab facllity 1is syntactically the same as

Proffts, but takes effect on input, before formatting, as in
Nroff. Left, center, and right  justified filelds are
avallable, but there is no special treatment of +the last
field as in Proff. Vroff supports a resettable tab replace-
ment character.

Roff (not Vroff) allows text to ke inserted as a mar—
ginal note to the right of the output.

Roff supports merge patternse.

Dutput lines can be automatically numbered in the left

margin, elther continuously or starting anew with each page.
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Yertical Effects

In Roff the top and bottom page margins are each
divided into two parts, each independently resettable; one
is always clear space and the other may contain headings or
footingss Headings and footlngs are three—-part title lines;
several such 1lines, identifled by digits, are permitted in
either margin (if it has been set large enough), each line
being separately resettable, independently on even and odd
pages., The character "%’ 1In a heading or footing is
replaced by the page number at output time; *%” ia the name
of the page nusmber variable, but in this case it 1is used
without an insertion character preceding, and a literal “%”
cannot be obtained there. (Despite all this flexibility,
Roff cannot antomatically provide the page numbering style
regquired in a University of Waterloo thesis where a major
section begins; for this one, it was fudged, but Nroff or
Tex could do it with general text in a traps)

Roff supports footnotes, and will automatically divide
them between pages 1f necessary; also, a three-part title
line can be specified to be the fogtpnote separator, which is
printed just above the first footnote on each page having
anye

Roff supports a need command, and also {not in Vroff)
floating glued text; the latter carries its own formatting
environment, as do footnotes in Roff, since it is not ex-

pected to be part of the main text of the document.

Input/Output Effects

Roff (not Vroff) has a command to delay processing
while one line (which is ignored) is typed on the terminal.
In Vroff messages can be sent to the terminal, while in Roff

{ not Vroft) commands <can be sent to the systeme. General
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text {with macro invocations first performed) can be written
to one or another of a set (in Vroff, one) of work files.

For conditional input or comments, the “if” and “ig”
commands are like Proff's, except that “if’ is only in
Veoff, and allows a “1* bpefore the expression argument, to
reverse the test.

Roff can reverse the case of input ( Vroff can map it
into all upper or all lower case instead )y and supports a
case escape character, Output transliteration is supported
and is the only way to get an extraordinary blanke. There is
a command to take the following input lines as plain text,
even if they begin with “.”; Roff actually does so anyway,
“
.

unless the characters following the form an actual macro

or command namee.

Roff has a command to sSuppress output for a speclfled

number of pages.

5(i) Runoff

Runoff [ Saltzer 1965] was written st the Massachusetts
ITnstitute of Technology {(Cambridge, Massachusetts). A
simple formatter producing monospaced output directly on the
terminal, it has given rise to numercus descendants and
imitators, including Nroff, Proff, Roff, and Script; bheing a
rather simple formatter, it is included heres for this

historical reason onlye.

Commands and Names
In Runoff as in Proff, “<nl1>.” initiates a command; the

command name may Dbe given as a long or short form, as in
Dip. Some commands take an argument, sSeparated by a blank;

the rest of the line is ignored. The “center” command takes
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+the following input line as its operand, while the “header”

command irregularly uses the rest ocf its own input line.

Ordinary Horizontal Effects
Runoff has no automatic hyphenatione.

Only negative (relative) temporary indents are sup-

ported,.

Special Horizontal Effects

There are no commands for underlining br tables, but
Runoff passes Iinput tab and backspace characters through un-

touched; the terminal may handle them.

Yertical Effects

Only single and double output line spacing are
available.

The top and bottom margin sizes cannot be resets Page
numbers can optionally be printed on each page, but there is
no choice of where. The “header” command prlnfs a heading

line on each page.

loput/Output Effects
The manual is ambiguous as to whether file insertion is

supported or there is a command to skip the rest of the cur-—

rent input file and insert another cnes.

S5{3) Script

Scripty a derivative of Runoff intended for general
documant formatting, was developed at IBM. The version
{ ¥aterloo 1978 ] described here runs at the University of

Waterloo Department of Computing Services. Its monospaced
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output can be adapted for terminals with special facilities

such as printing backwards.

Commands and Names

The simplest form of a Script command or command 1list
has *<nl>.” followed immediately by the 2-character command
name; the rest of the line is taken up by the command's ar-
guments, usually delimited by blanks. However, whenever a
line begins with “.”, any occurrence of “;” in 1t is taken
as a Lloglcal end~of-line, so that what follows can be
L U J
.

another command if the next character is » or plain text

otherwisee If a line begins with . 7, everything up to the
next nonblank is ignored, but “3;” is still a logical end-of-

lines The ".” and “;” characters may be reset by command,
even within an input line; another character ( there is none
by default) ray be defined to have the same function as
" .ﬂ.

Nroff'ls

For numeric arguments, expressions can be used as well
as constants, Relative values are supportede.

An input line starting with a blank or EBCDIC TAB
causes a break.

Script has the philosophy that one command should be
used for various related functions, distinguished by keyword
arguments (which often can be abbreviated)e. Thus,y while
*<nlDece 37 means the same as In Nroff, alternatively
*<nl>.ce on” could precede the text to be centered and
“snlD>.ce off” follow it, while “.ce” at +the beginning of
each line of text would be another possibility. (™Begin”,
*End”, “Nosave”, “QUit”, “SAve”, “STop”, and “*Yes” are each
synonymous with either “CN” or “OFf", and for each of these
keywords the characters here shown in lower case are op-

t ional. )
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Likewise, the “dm” (define macrc) ccmmand may be fol-
lowed on the same line by a character not used in the macro,
+then by the conplete text of the macro using repetitions of
that character to stand for newlinesy or else the macro text
may be placed after the command line, terminated by another
“dm® (which is supposed to have arguments of the macro name
and ®*end”, analogous to “en” in Proff, but the verification
is not implemented), A macro having somewhat different
properties (see also below under environments and traps) may
be defined with the “rm” (remote) command; the text is again
placed after the command line, and terminated by “<nld>.rm”.
Script macros may have names of up to 8 characters.

A macro may be invoked explicitly by the ™si” (signal)
command, Or by using the macro name itself as a command; the
latter syntax may be switched off, for macros defined by
*dm® with the ™ms” {(macro substitutior) command, and for

those defined by “rm” by using ™. instead of +the

“ w
*®
pefore the command, With either invocation syntax, argu-
ments are delimited by blanks and referred to in the macro
text as strings named “17, 2%, etce; the number of argu—-
ments is string *0” and all the arguments as one string is

‘*,.
Strings in Script serve also as variables, with +the

natural representation for integer values. The “sr” (set

reference ) command defines them. Following this on the same
line are the string name {up to 10 characters plus an op-

-
=7, and

tional subscript in parentheses), an optional
either a numeric expression (whose constants may be in
binary, decimal, or hexadecimal, or as EBCDIC character
equivalents) or a character string (enclosed in “"?, “'7, or
any of 5 other characters, optionally if no uﬁbigulty would

result} the delimiting character may even occur in the
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string unless a blank follows it.) The name?'s subscript, if
any, may range from -32767 to 32767; if noney, 0 is assumed.
A null subscript (™)), however, means that the same name
with a subscript of 0 contains a number and is to be used as
the subscript after 1 is added to it. (Thus it string
“latin( 0" contains “s7, *<nld.ar latin( )=sex” sets
*1atin(0)” to “6”7 and “Latin(6)” to “sex”.)

Strings cannot be referenced except by commands The
*ur” (use reference) command affects the rest of lts input
line, which is then reprocessed as if a complete input line.
A sString is invoked in that line by an “€” followed by |its
name and f{(optionally if no amblguity would result) a A
({So, after the previous exampley, “<nld.ur «.ce vi=Flatin(6)”
finally gilves “vi=sex” centereds) If “L'" or “T'" precedes
the “£”, inzstead of the string its length (in characters) or
type (*C” for character, "N” for numeric) is inserted. “E8”
gives a literal ™Y, There are speclal subscripts +to list
all the elements defined under one name with negative and/or

with positive subscripts, all separated by "y 7o

The “su” (substitute) command works like “ur’ except
that Iinstead of only invoking the strings directly mentioned
in the line or 1lines, the process is lterated until no
string invocations remain. Thus if string *indir” had value
*gElist(Ssub)”, “sub” had value 10", and “1list(10)" had
value “macname”, then “<nld.su .si Eindir” would finally be

interpreted as “<nl>.si macname”, with “.su” acting the same

here as “eur sur sur”, There is also a command “se” (also
for set reference), which essentially means “su os5r”.

The user can change the names of commandse.



Ordinary Horizontal Effects

There is a command that alters the list of characters
affected by underlining, and can alsc specify a character
that switches the underlining off and on when placed within
a line to be underlined. Overstriking of each character
with a character other than +the “_? is also suppor ted.
Simulated boldface by overstriking cf each character with
itself is avallable, both for small prortions of text as with
_underlining and for the whole outputs Alsos the usual ver-—
tical spacing commands, given with a 0 argument, will cause
two successive complete output lines to be overstruck, if
possible without horizontal backspacing on the ou tput
device.

in addition to left, center, and pad Jjustification
modes, there are in, out, right, and “halt”. The last
leaves the left margin straight but pads spaces half as much
as pad mode would, 80 that the right margin is not as ragged
as in left mode.

Script supports a hyphenation exception list, and a
large predefined one 1s available by file insertion. The
user can speclfy the maximum number of congecutive output
lines 1o hyphenate, the minimun number of letters to split
off 2ither end of a word beling hyphenated, and how much an
output line can be harmlessly padded before hyphenation need
even be attempted. Hyphenation can be turned off tem—
porarilys to be reactivated automatically at the next break.

Iin addition to the usual margin changes, Script sup—
ports an automatic hanging indent, whereby every following
output line until otherwise specifled is indented by the

specified amount except the line after each break.
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Special Horizontal Effects

Script!s tab facility is sinilar to Roff's, but with
two additional features. A tab replacement character or
character string can be associated with each tab stop, for
applications such as leadering; and not only can left,
center, or right justification be associated with each tab
stop, but there is also ‘chardcter alignment”y where the en-
tries in the column are aligned by occurrences of a
specified character, such as a decinal goint,

Script has a gcommand for drawing boxes around text,
using either the “corner” characters “¢¥, %7, *7, s,
®4+”, and or the more widely available ™+, together with “-7
and |7, The user indicates what positions to draw the ver-
tical sides at, and each “bx” command causes a break and
draws a horizontal side.

Script supports multiple-column output. The optional
column balancing facility causes the columns of a page not
full of text to be made as equal in height as possible.

Script supports merge patterns operating on input as
well as on output text. Either kind can be set to
automatically cancel itself after a specified number of
lines, and further patterns can be gueued to replace it.
Also, any part of a document may be labelled by command with
a numeric “revision code”, and each revision code can be as-
sociated with a string (up to 8 characters) to be printed in
the left margin of each corresponding output line. A sec-
tion with one revision code may be nested within one with a
different code, as for successive versions of a documente.

Output lines can be numbered automatically, in any
column position, but only for the entire document with num-~

bering starting anew on each page. Blank lines may be

counted optionally.
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Script allows formatting environments to be saved, but
only on a stackes The environment may optionally be stacked
automatically while a macro defined by “rm” 18 being in-

serted.

Yertical Effects

There is a command to space vertically downward to a
particular line number, on the same page if possible, or
else on the next one.

Page numbers with twe parts, separated by a *.” on out-
puty, are supported. {¥here the parity of the page number
matters, the parts are summeds. ) This mode 1s entered by ex-
rlicitly specifying such a number, or by a command option
that automatically causes this effect beginning with the
next odd-numbered pagee.

In Script the top and bottom page margins are each
divided into three parts, two of which, and the total of all
three, are independently resettable; the middle part may
contain headings or footings and the others are always clear
space., Headings and footings work the =ame way as in Roff,
except that there is a default right-justified heading of
“PAGE” and the page number on each page after the first, and
+he Insertion of page numbers in headings is slightly dif-
ferent: the character bl 24 indicating a page number is
resettable in Script, and strings of up tc 8 characters, to
be inserted before and after the page number when it
replaces that character, can be assigneds, (In “sr” com-
mands, the current page number can be obtained as el ther
just “*8”, just %", or just the character replacing “%" in
headings if anys.) Script?s footnotes and footnote separa tors
work just the same as Roff's, except that Script allows mul-

tiple footnote separator lines and by default has three, the
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second line with several ®-"1's centered and the others
blank.

Script also supports a “headnote”. This 1Is a block of
formatted text placed at the top of each ocutput page until
cancelled by command, and anywhere else explicitly requested
by command,. Odd and even pages may have separate headno tes.
Headnotes, like footnotes, go in the text area of the page,
not the margins; the environment 1s stacked while they are
formatted.

Macros defined by the “rm® command may be identified
with numbers instead of names. In that case, they may be
used as traps. The number indicates the output page posi-
tion to trip the trap. These macroe may still be invoked
directly with “si7; if the number exceeds the page helght,
this is the only ways Multiple traps set at the same loca-
tion are gueued. Traps may be one—-time or reusabley, and an
intermediate type (that works for a specified number of
times, then vanishes) is also available.

Script supports indicesy as in books. The user may
specify entrles at up to 3 levels (“Newton, Sir Isasacy, cal-
culus”) in each of up to 9 separate indices. The page
number is filled in automatically unless another string is
speclfied to replace it. The indices are automatically kept
alphabetized,. Any index can be vprinted or cleared by a
single command, but “su” or “ur” must be in effect when 1t
is printed, because the system Iinserts “ESYSIXREF.” just
before the page number or replacement string (the string
*sysixref? is initialized to ®, "). Similarly, the user is
expected to have defined certain macros (with names of like
flavor), which the system invokes hefore each entry in the
index and when the first letter changes.

There is, likewise, a table—~of-contents facility.
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Script supports 10 different *head levels”, each indepen-—
dently having various formatting and other options (the
defaults varying from one level to another). Entries under
each head level may be directed to the main output and/or to
any one of up to 10 different tables of contents. Other
lines, including commands, may also be inserted In a table
of contents, The page numbers are filled in automatically
and any table of contents can be printed or cleared by com-
mande Indices, head levels, and tables of contents are all
identified by digits.

The user can divert sections of formatted output, as
for bibli ographic references, to a queue for later printing,
as after a chapter. Each such item is bounded by “fp”
({ floating block) commands with “begin” and “end” arguments;
the same command with a “dump” argument prints the contents
of part or all of the gqueue.

Script has two need commands, one which may force a new
page and the other only a new column (if in multiple~-column
mode ). However, column balancing takes priority over needs.

Script also has glued text and optional automatic widow

eliminatione.

ILpput/OQutput Effects
In addition to the usual file insertion, there is a

command to skip the rest of the current input file and in-
sert another one instead. Another command simulates the end
of the current input fileo.

geript has & command to delay gprocessing while a
specifled number of lines (which are ignored) are typed on
the terminal, as well as commands to read data from the ter-
minal, either a specified number of lines +to be taken as

normal general text input or one line to be assigned to a
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speci fled string. A line of text can also be sent to the
terminaly or to the system as & command.

Script supports work files.

The “1f” command takes as arguments numeric expressions
or (recognized the same way as with “sr”) +two character
strings,y separated by a relational orerator. The rest of
the input line (or if none, the next line) 1is taken as
general text (i.209 one command or plain text; several such
lines can be attached to ocne command by surrounding them
with “do” commands with “begin” and “end” arguments)e. The
text is processed if the relation 15 true, skipped if false.
The following 1lnput line may be an “el” command, which acts
like an ™if” with the opposite test. (It works properly
even if a file or macro is inserted because of the “if”".)

Portions of a document may be designated as
‘conditional sections”, each of which may bear a number,
much as they may be assigned revision codes {but without
nesting). The user indicates independently which numbers
indicate that the section is to processed, and which that it
be skipped.

Unnumbered conditional sections are taken as comments,
as is any text followinzg a “cm” command on the same logical
input line, or following a “*® command on the same physical
line.

Iterated input is supported: the “pe” (perform) com-
mand is followed by the number of times the rest of its
physical input line is to be repeantedly processed. A *pe”
with an argument of “delete” aborts the iteration. The “pe”
and “if” family of commands support some nested command
structures.

Dutput lines may be translated to upper case, as for

headings; one command gives upper case and underlining.
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The “11” command can cause the following (specified
number of) input lines to be taken literally as plain text.
It can also cause all input to be taken as plain text until
the sequence “<nl>.,11i off® occurs. (It is another option of
the same command that changes the *«” character.)

Special characters <can be entered as two hexadecimal
digits separated by a useé—specified *hex Join character”:
thus if it was “t*, ™“B12” would give an EBCDIC ™27, 1If
elither character 1s not a valid hexadecimal digit, the hex
Join character is interpreted as a backsgpace.

Script supports output transliteration, with the
characters optionally being specified in hexadecimal; input
translation is also available, but the user must specify an
escape character, which is deleted whenever it occurs, only
the character following it then being transformed.

A line of input may be labeled with the ™*1b” or "..”
command; the “go” command acts like a transfer of control
causing the input to be advanced or backed up by a speclilfied
number of lines, or to a specified label or absolute 1line
number. If the “Llb” command is given with a number instead
of a label, it causes an error if it does not occur on the
line with that absolute number,

Script can automatically process the entires input two
or more times in succession, producing output only on the
last pass, s0 that forward references can be automated:? for
example, tables of contents can be produced at the
beginning.

There are two commands that cause Script to terminate

processing {one without flushing fcotnotes and so forth).
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5(k) Tau Epsilon Chi

Tex [ Knuth 1979] was written at Stanford University
(Palo Altoy California) with the aim of making mathematical
publications 1look more beautiful, as they did be fore
photocompositione. Its output 1s therefore typeset.

In fact, Tex is specifically intended for use for the
modern typesetting equipment that produces each character
with a fine raster scan [ Parry 19773 Walter 1969]. An as-
sociated program, Metnfont, is used to design new fonts for
such a device; each character 1ls described in terms of a
program of actions to be followed by pens {and erasers) of
specilfied shapes, travelling in straight 1lines and cubic
gsplines through specified points. “"Re Wa Gosper has ob-
served that this is the orposite of Sesape Street: instead
of 'This program was brought to you by the letter S, ! we
have 'This letter S was brought to you by &a program.'”

[ Knuth 1978]

Commands and Names

A command is indicated by “\” and named by the fol-
lowing characters, any number of letters (delimited by the
next nonletter) or any one nonletter. The syntax for argu-
m2nts or operands varies somewhat from command to commands

Tex requires scale designators for physical dimensions.
The user may speclfy the size of one new unit.

The “group” delimiter characters “{" and “}” are used
in the input somewhat like mathematical parentheses: a
group can act as an operand instead of a character, and some
commands reguire groups. Groups alsoy simultaneously,
define environments: the font, Justification parameters,

control characters, and even sSome macros, specified within a
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group have no effect outside 1it. Groupe are thus similar to
the “scopes” in Dipy but more flexible as they can occur
anywhereo.

Tex sSupports macros, variables, and formatted strings.
Macro names, and macro invocation, have the same syntax as
commands variables aﬁd formatted strings, however, are
identified only by digitsy and there are explicit commands
to insert them. Formatted strings are bhoxes (see below).
Arithmetic on variables is limited to addition or subtrac-
tion of a constant or another variable, and addition of 1 to
the magnitude. The last is provided because, while a posi-
tive variable is inserted in the usual Arabic format, a
negative one has its magnitude inserted as lower case Roman
numerals. (No other formats are available.)

The syntax for each pacro's arguments must be specified
with its definition. For instance, ™\def \msb
()71 #2] ]1#3: (Most significant #3 of the #2 bits of #1}” would
define a macrc “msb” that would have to be invoked followed
by M) (or it would be a syntax error); the next argument
would be one character or group, the next would be
everything up to (and excluding) the seguence “[ }]”, and the
w,”

third would be everything up to a . The arguments must

be labeled by diglts in sequence, as in the example. ht 70
gives a literal “¢7,

With the “def” command, the macro Is local to any group
within which it occurs, and the macro text is taken
literally when it is defined. 7The similar commands “gdef”
and “xdef¥ give global definitions; with “xdef”, macro

references in the macro text are expanded at once, so that a

macro can be redefined in terms of itself.

Besides ™\", *{*, ™7, and g, other control

- ssv “Vve w~y
4

characters, as used in this description, are N ,
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and *8” (circled *x”), respectively for math, subscripts,
superscripts, and tabbing. Tex has no default control
characters, but the very first character of input is taken
as "\": the user is expected to begin by inserting a file
defining the other control characters to be used, as well as
the fonts and perhaps common macroSe Cne predefined file
for this purpose is called the ®Basic format®; i1t is written
using ™\”, and sets the other control characters as in-
dicated above, except for the last two which are respec-
tively defined as the up and down arrows ( these and “*€”7, it
seems, are commonly available on terminals at Stanford).
Actually, any character can be defined to have any
{one ) type. Therefore there can be synonymous control
characters and additional . logical end—-of-line or space
charncters; even the contents of the alphabet can be revised
{so0 that a macro could be named, say, "psdeqe”)e The
“chcode ” command, which does all this, regquires the

character and its new type to be specified numerically.

Ordinary Horizontal Effects

In some ways Tex tries to mimic hot-metal typesettinge.
Where other formatters generally expect the typesetter to
produce various type sizes by geometiric expansion or reduc-
tion, Tex assumes each font has only one size (except for
some speclal math characters), which encourages the deslign
of fonts especially for large or small type sizes. With the
same philosophy, Tex supports automatic kerning: combina-—-
tions such as “AV” get clesed up to reduce the space between
the diagonal strokes. Likewise, the sequences “£f*, *rfi”,
*£f1”, ™fi”", and “fl” become ligatures. Such specially
treated sequences are specified in each font's description

passed to Tex; the 1ligatures listed above are those ap-
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plicable in the fonts selected by the Basic format. The
sequences —--7 and “---" are handled like ligatures in these
fonts, respectively giving the en and em dash characters.
{Ligature recognition can be suppressed only by grouping,
e.g. *{£} 7 or *f{}f”.)

Tex supports underlininzy but only in math mode.
However, ordinary text can be inserted into math (see
below ).

Tex does recognize input lines, but end-of-line is
treated almost the same as a blanke. There are only two ex-
ceptions?: any end-of-line character except a newline (set
by “chcode”) causes the rest of the line to be taken as a
comment, and a line containing no text causes a breake.
{ Pouble~spacing the input, therefore, produces an effect
similar to nofill modey, which Tex does not support
directlys )

Tex considers that formatted text is made up of two
types of entlity: “boxes” of fixed size possibly containing
text, and “glue” of adjustable size. A becx can contain Just
one character, or black (*rule”) or white space} or it can
be assembled from a list, running horizontally or wver-
tically, of boxes and globs of glue. The exact physical
length (in the direction of assembly) that a box being con-
structed should occupy is usually specified or known in ad-
vance, and this requirement is satisfied by adjusting the
glue sizes; the glue is then said to have been “set”, and
the constructed box is treated as a unit thereafter., Its
other dimension (vertical if from a horizontal list, or wvice
versa) is usually fixed by the largest dimension of a compo-
nent boxXs

Boxes actually have four dimensions: width, he ight

above baseline, depth below baseline, and “italic correc—
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tion” which is the amount by which the contents protrude
beyond the box at the right.,. Glue has three dimensions, all
applying in the direction of the list (being assembled into
a box) containing it: normal size, shrinkability, and
stretchability. (For instancey the glue after the end of a
sentence is sSomewhat more stretchable and less shrinkable
than hetween most words. ) Occasionally a box may happen, or
be commanded, to be set at its “patural size” (sum of box
sizes and normal glue sizes)y, but usually the glue must be
adjusted, and then each glob is altered in proportion to its
own shrinkability or stretchability, as approrriate. Box
and glue dimensions can always be specified explicitly, and
there is considerable scope for variation in the defaults
governing the glue inserted (between words, lines,y and
paragraphs) in ordinary text.

In particular, glue c¢f very large stretchability can be
used for a broad range of effects such as right Jjustifica-
tion and three—-part titles; multiple globs of glue of dif-
ferent, but all very large, stretchability can give still
more general effects. Also, the “ragged? command resets a
parameter, r, where the amount by which glue in paragraphs
is stretched or shrunk gets multiplied by 100/(100+r): the
default r=0) gives pad Justification, very Llarge r left
Justification, intermediate values intermediate results
{r=100 gives Script's “*half” mode). For apecial effects
{like local motions), boxes can be offset from their usual
alignment, and can have dimensions not matching  their con-
tents, even negative dimensions.

Paragraph formatting is another field where Tex
emulates less automatic methods: 1t waits for a complete
paragraph before considering where to start each output

line. {Meanwhile, the text has the form of a long horizon-
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tal ligt of boxes, usually single-character boxes, and glue,
usually between words. Fach output line finally becomes a
boxs ) A nontrivial algorithm 1is used to minimize the
*badness” of the paragraph, meaning hyphenations, glue
greatly altered from its natural size, line breaks at points
the user suggested (by command) would be poory and other
such things. This approach reduces the number of hyphena-—
tions considerably, which 1in turn enables Tex to use a
hyphenation algorithm that only bresks words at places whers
it is almost surely correct, rather than trying to find al-
most every syllable. Therefore Tex's hyphenation errors are
mostly of omission; it one is bothersome, the user 1is ex-
pected to insert a discretionary hyphen. (If the badness is
too largey Tex halts with an errcr message; the user then
inserts discretionary hyphens or rajises the badness
threshold. )

Tex indents the first line of each paragraph by
default; unless the indentation 1s set to zero, this effect
must be explicitly cancelled for each paragraph where 1t is
not wanted, Tex can also produce a temporary indent of the
beginning (sSpecified number of ocutput lines), or all but the
beginning, of a2 paragraphe. These temporary effects apply
only to the left margine. On the other hand (literallyt),
permanent indents apply only to the right margin; on the

left, boxes of white space would be used.

Special Horizontal Effects

The box concept provides a flexible table facility.
The “*halign”? command constructs a list of boxes each con-
taining one row of the table (afterwards handled like lines
of a paragraph),. The table is actually made from a matrix

of constructed boxes; the glue within each row iIs set so0 as
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to align each column properly, producing an effect much like
Tbl with Nroff. (A very similar command, “valign”, ex-
changes the horizontal and vertical directions.)

Syntactically, the main argument of the “halign” com-
mand is a groupy containing one or more portions each ter-
minated by a “cr” command {and each balanced with respect to
“{* and *}”7). The first portion is the table format, and
each subsequent portion produces one row of the table.
Within each portion, “*2”'s separate elements corresponding
to the table columns, Each element of the format must con-—
tain exactly one “#”; the boxes which go into the table are
produced by inserting each data element in place of the for-—-
mat element's “#% and formatting the result.

Tex treats mathematical “formulae” quite specially.
There are 4 “styles”: *display®, “text”, “script”, and
*geriptscript”?. Display style is used for a math formula
that goes on a line by itself, text style for one run in
with the rest of the paragraphe The other two styles are
for subscripts, and their subscripts, and other such small
things. Display and text styles use the same size for
simple expressionsy but text style requests smaller styles
in a greater number of constructions ( such as fractions and
summations with limits). A formula to be run in with the
text is indicated by “$” before and after, while a displayed
formula uses “$3” instead. The style automatically chosen
for each component 0f a formula can be overrlildden by com-
mand, The user must specify 10 fonts to use for math mode?
romany italic, and symbol fonts for text (used also for
display ) and for each of the other styles, plus one “ex
font? containing oversized or variable-sized characters.
Not all need be different, though In Basic format they are.

As in Egn with Troff, ordinary variables automatically go in
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italics,y, sSubscripts are reduced in size, etce. Tex!'s wusual
fonts have many math characters, each available by its own
command such as “Rscr” (script R; case is signiflicant in the
first letter of a command name), “zeta”, “union”, and so on.

A simple math formula that goes on one line is parsed
into 7 types of element, each a boxy and Tex inserts glue
between them according to their types (but never because of
input blanks, thoughj in math mode they are totally ignored,
except as delimiters). Hoewevery, the type of a box can al—~
ways be explicitly specified: *\mathrel{+}” gives a “+”7
parsed like an “="”. The Basic format defines a number of
macros such as “sin” and ™log” that get parsed as single
elements of the same type as, say, the “f¥*. Any constructed
box (thus, absolutely any formatted text) can be inserted
into a formula, and parsed as a single element of any type.

Several commands put one gart of a formula over
another, Their syntax 1s unusual: only one of them may be
used at a particular level of grouping, and its two operands
are everything before and after 1t in the group, mimicking
the way one thinks of the mathematical expression. For in-
stance, x+1 over yz would be “{x + 1 \6ver vy =2}"y and n
choose %k is ™{n \comb() k}”. The two characters after a
®comb” command surround the pair of lines. ( They must be
chosen from a limited set such as parentheses, brackets, the
vertical line, and ™.” which glives a blank heres, but as with
Egqn they need not be conventionally paired,)

Superscripts and subscripts are obtained in Tex by con-
trol characters, not commands., They operate on the single
character or group following: ®a ~ b c” (or “a"bc”) |is
a-sub-b, times <c, while ®a ~ {bc}” is a-sub-bc. Similarly
"\int "0 "n” gives a definite integral from 0 to n. This

use of these operations for limits suggests that “\sum
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{x=0} “n” similarly be used &s the sum from k=0 to nj but in
display math at least, normal gractice is to typeset the
limits above and below the summation sysbol, not in the sub-
script/superscript positions. Tex evades this problem by
defining an alternative position for subscripts and super—
scripts, namely above and below what they modify. The
alternative position is used specifically in display math
style, when the thing modified is either a single ex font
character (see above ) or a constructed box, and either is
followed by a “limitswitch” command or has a zero italic
correction but not boths (Thus "sum” and *int” are treated
differently by default; the “log” macro in Basic format is a
constructed box with zero italic correction but includes
"\limitswitch?,)

Other math commands include a series to put various ac-—
cents, underl ines, and so on, on characters (or on groups,
or thus on boxes), and a pair “left” and “right” that
produce large delimiters around what they enclosey, much like
®*comb”. For instance, the absolute value of x~hat over
x-bar, cubed, would be *{A\left| {\A x \over \overline x]}
\right|} = 3”7, The “left” and “right” commands must be
paired, but the actual characters used have only the same
restrictions as with “comb”. In fact, since “atop” is 1like
*over” but produces no fractlion bar, *p \comb\{. g” could be
written ™\left\{ {p \atop gq} \right.”: either gives p above
g bracketed by a literal left brace (“\}7),

Tex has commands for both horizontal and vertical
leadering, which each rroduce a glob of glue that does not
print as white space but as a rule or as repetitions of a
speclflied character string (repeated uses of the same one

are automatically aligned).
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Yertical Effects

Tex supports, in effect, a trap tripped each time a
page is completed. The argument of the “output” command is
a group formatted at that time, becoming the box that is ac—
tually typeset. The actual contents of the page must be in-
serted within that box using the “page” command, or they
will not be printed. Headings and focotings may be obtained
only with “output”. It can also be used with formatted
strings to produce maltiple~-column output: one saves
“"\page®?’s on consecutive executions of the trap, then
finally retrieves and prints them side by side.

The “botinsert” command creates a box that is placed as
a footnote; there is also an analogous “topinsert”.

Tex handles completed lines vertically much as it
handles characters horizontally. Each line is taken as a
box, and glue is inserted automatically between paragraphs
{also around displayed equations, above footnotes, etce);
then, after there is too much text to fit on the page, Tex
chooses where to actually end 1ty much the way it chooses
where to start new lines; this allows some flexibility in
avoiding widows (as In aveclding hyrhenations)e. Since the
user can specify glue that stretches vertically ( though
never within filled text), vertical justification has much
the same flexibility as heorizontal.

¥hen one wants to have a heading that changes (as at
chapter boundaries, or for dictionary gulde words), simply
modifying “output” or having it reference a macro will not
work, for the trap invocation is not synchfonized with the
input. Tex therefore provides a “mark” command, which as-—
sociates A formatted string with a position in the text.
The most recent “mark” strings before the page's top and

bottom can be retrlieved for “output” by commands.
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1nput/Qutput Effects

There 1s no command requesting terminal 1/0 when a file
is being processed, but the normal input stream itself comes
from the terminal; all error situations are handled interac-
tively, with a message sent to0 the terminal and on-the-spot
corrections accepted (provided the error was detected soon
enough that no backtracking is necessary). The end of all
input is indicated by command.

Tex supports conditional input based on the equality of
two characters (possibly obtalned as macro references) and
the parity or sign of a variable {(identified by digit)e.
Conditions always take the form of a command followed by two
groups with an “else” command between them. Comments are
also supported, as mentioned abovee.

Case translation on input is suppor ted, but with no
provision for case escape characters, and with command names
taken unchanged., There is no 1literal plain text input
facility, but of course the control characters can be turned
off individually with “chcode”.

The Tex program can interface with a user—-supplied

subroutine, which is called by the “x” commande.

5(1) Type

Type [Type 1978] was written in B at the University of
Waterloo (Waterloo, Ontario) and can produce output ei ther
monospaced or typeset on either the Photon 737 Econosetter

or the APS~V,
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Commands and Names

A command in Type is indicated by the character “{”

N
Then come the comma nd name and arguments, delimited by
blanks, and a *}” ends the command. Commands can occur any-
wherey ©@even within another command: the “{" and ™“}”
characters are nested,. This is useful because some commands
*return a value” like macros or variables: that value |is
actually inserted into the input (plain text or command,
wherever the command occurred).

Some other commandsg, like Nroff's Yescape sequences”,
are initiated by *\” and pramed by the following character.

*N 7 an

For instance, ™<Xnl>” 1is a concealed newline and
extraordinary blank, Jjust as in Nroff.

Expressions can be used as well as constants for
numeric arguments; as well as the usual and the relational
opera tors, logical ones are alsc supported (returning a
truth value 0 or 1, like the relaticnal operators). Scale
designators are supported, and sometimes practically re-
quiredy for physical distances.

As well as a simple seguence c¢cf nonklanks, three other
forms are supported for a non—-numeric argument. It may be
enclosed 1In ®v" characters, enabling i1t to include blanks.
If %" characters are used Instead, the string is taken
literally {(not scanned for commands and other special se-
*[” ana *}7,

whereupon it 1s also taken literally except that newlines

quences ) Finally, it may be enclosed in

{and ASCII TABs) are deleted; this construct also allows
nesting, so the ™ * and ™]” must be properly paired. Thus
the syntax enables commands not only to be Inserted anywhere
but also to take arbitrarily long arguments,

Macros in Type are defined by the “ds” (define string,

meaning macro) command, and invoked by the same syntax as
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commandses The re are actual commands returning the argu-~
ments, and the number cf arguments, with which the macro
currently being inserted was invoked; these arey of coursey
used In the macro definition where the arguments are to be
placedes The * 7-"]"” argument syntax allows commands and
other macro definitions to be tidily given within the macro
text.

Type also supports formatted strings: its “di” command
works much like Nroff?’s, except that “di” diversions can be
neasted in Tyre. Formatted stirings are inserted, or con-
catenated, by the ™pr” (print) commande.

*ac” (as-

Angther kind of string is defined by the
sociate character) command. This works Just like Cypher~
toextls ‘map', except that in Type the insertion takes place
after command scanning and macro insertion rather than
before.

Type also supports variables. As in Cyphertext, some
formatting functions are controlled by asslgning values to
reserved names (of variables, in Type); rather than by com-
mands »

There are commands to link (supply a second name for'
the same referent) and toc undefine ramesy applicable to both
macros and commands, and there are commands to find out

whether a particular name is in use ( for anything)y, which

return a truth value of 0 or 1.

Ordinary Horizontal Effects

There is no underlining, even when text is monospaced.

Right justification is available.

The amount by which blanks may be padded for justifica-
tion is limited and may be sSet by the user.
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Special Horizontal Effects

Type supports local motions, which provide the only way
to get a temporary indente.

Explicit environment switching is supplied, much as in

Nroff (but environments are named, not numbered).

Yertical Effects

Vertical spacing of output can optionally be altered
automatically, much as in Tex, s0 that characters never
overlap even though the requested spacing of baselines would
cause them to.

Reusable traps are supportede. A trapr may be associated
with the end of each output line, and another with a ver—
tical position in the ocutput or the current diversion; but
no more may be in effect at a time. As in Nroff, headings,
footings, and footnotes are not supported directly, nor are

adjustable top and bottom margin sizes.

Lloput/Output Effects

There is a command to read one line of plain text from
the terminal.,

Both index and work files are supported. Files must be
opened by command, and are thereafter referred to by 1local
names.

Commands can be passed to the systeme

The “if” command gives conditional input, It takes a
numeric argument and one or two string arguments, and
pProcesses the first string if the number is nonzeroy other-—
wise the second (if any)e.

There is a command which, If it is executed while a
macro is being inserted, causes the rest of the macro text

to be skipped, and can optionally have the same effect on
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any macros from which the present cne was invoked.

Case translation is supported, but not case escape
characters.

The “ch” command returns a substring of its character-
string argument, as specified by 1ts numeric argument(s).

The sequence T"\c” followed by a number is used to ob-
tain épeclal characters.

There are alternate commands for inserting a file, in-
serting an argument in a macroy, and invoking a macrosy which,
used instead of the usual ones (or the macro name), cause
the text to be taken literally as plain text, not scanned
for commands. Any single character preceded by ™\1” is also

taken literallye.

S(m) Points of Interest in Other Formatters .

Mathematics and Graphics

The established conventions for printing mathematical
formulae are demanding and somewhat complicated [Chaundy
1957]. Eagn (see under Nroff above) and Tex probably have,
the two most general, and mnemonic, facilities for for-
matting math by computere. However, several typesetting
systems have simple math facilities. The system at the Jet
Propulsion Laboratory (Pasadena, California) {Korbuly 1975]
permits gquite general formulae to be typeset, but while the
user need not account for the actual widths of the
characters, they do have to be counted manually to obtain
the proper alignmente The system at Mack Printing (Eas ton,
Pennsylvania) [ Varley 1977] has a macro facility and one can
enter the sum from k=1 toc n as “SIGM ny,k=1". Proff supports

a mathematlcs character sety, and [ Beach 1977] indicates how
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to use macros for similar formulae.

The American Chemical Soclety (%Washington, DC) has a
more general system [ Kuney 19663 Kuney 1968 ], with a com-
plicated but quite wversatile coding for formulaea. It can
also handle (2-dimensional) chemical siructure diagrams.
These are typed on the Army Chemical Typewriter, a device
with special characters including extensive support for sub-
script and superscript characters; the paper tape it punches
is scanned by the formatter to deduce the coordinate posi-
tions of the atomic symbols.

The formatter RED, at the Lawrence Livermore Labs
( Lawrencey CA) [Beatty 1979] was written in TRIX, an in-
teractive language based on the macro processor TRAC [Cole
1974, Mooers 1965] and on SNOBCL. This formatter handles
formulae with some generality, but the relevant commands are
syntactically awkward in that their operands must be simple
subformulae:? complicated expressions are bdbuilt up by
passing macro references as arguments. A postprocessor,
REDPP, enables the output from RED to be trandily combined
with that from the graphics language PICTURE, 80 that
computer—generated diagrams of all sorts may be included in
a document and placed autcmatically.

The formatter at Computype (New York City) [Boehm 1976]
has points in common with Tex. It considers that maferial
is either text, tabular, or math, but that these can also be
nested: math in text or vice versa, text or math in tablese.
The math faclility has considerable generality, automatically
handling such things as enlarged parentheses; 1ts “nested
math frames” may be delimited either by speclal symbols (as
*$1” below, used like “{” and “}” in Fgn and Tex), or by
mathematical constructse. In math, variables go in italicy

and font requests apply to single characters only; a
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*special math hyphenation subroutine” prevents ™sin x", say,
from being divided between two lines of output. A1l com-

%% or *$” followed

mands in this formatter are unmnemconic:

by a short seguence of alphanumerics., This formatter may be

compared with Tex and Egn for the formula “theta-sub-12,

squared, equals e to the power (a-sub-1 times x, plus

b=sub-1 times y, plus c~sub~1 times z)y divided by {a-subh-2

times x, plus b—sub-2 times y, plug c-sub-2 times z)y, all

squared?; only mandatory hlanks are shown in each case.,
Computype :

S{Fgqgt112"2=( $fe"Slatilxtb'lytc?12818sa2xtb'2y+c? 2281 ) 25)

Here ™ g” gives Greek, and “$f”7, “$s”, and “$t" a fractione.
Ean:

$theta sub 12 sup 2 = left { e sup {a sub 1 x + b sub 1 ¥

+ ¢ sub 1 2z} over f{a sub 2 x + b sub 2 y + ¢ sub 2 z} right

) sup 2%

The begin-math and end—-math characters are set to “3%7

Tex:
$\theta {12} 2={\left(e” {a”1x+b 1ly+c 1z} \over
a 2x+b 2y+tc” 2z\right)} 2%

Control characters are set as in the Tex description aboves

HExyphenation

Hyphenation of words divided between lines arose
hundreds of years ago; it is still used today bhecause pad
Justification can otherwise cause unpleasantly wide word
spaces when a formatted line has few words [Justus 19721
Algorithms to select places to hyphenate a word have been
developed [Knuth 1979, appendix H; Moitra 1979; Ocker 18971;
Rich 19651, but sSince they look only at single words they
share the defect that the *correct” hyphenation points,

bhetween syllables, cannct always be predicted: ™I will
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re/cord bhis results and pre/sent him the rec/ord as a
pres/ent.” Even for words with only one syllabification,
English is8 so complicated and irregular that any algorithm
1s likely +to have exceptions, to say nothing of text con-
taining different languages. This kind of problem 1is why
formatters supporting automatic hyphenation invariably have
some sort of facility to override it, often 1including
hyphenation exception lists.

Autoscript, at ¥estern Electric (VWirston-Salem, North
Carolina) [ Stuckey 196935 Stuckey 19723)], and the system at
the Central Intelligence Agpency (Washington, pC) [ Kunzel
1966 ] need no automatic hyphenatione. If justification would
pad blanks beyond a certain threshold, they justify lines by
altering the set width as well; thus each letter in the line
may be followed by additional space proportionate to the
width of the letter itself. This groduces a reasonably
pleasant appearancé, distinctly better than simply inserting
equal space between letters; whether it is better than
hyphenation (or, indeed, whether that is better than greatly
padded word spaces) is a matter of taste. (And would it be
better, in set width expansiony to insert the proportional
space before as well as after the letter?) In Autoscript,
there is a limit on set width expansion also} exceeding it
is treated as an error, forcing manual hyphenation {much as
with Tex).

On the other hand, the Linotron Page Formatting Com-
puter [ Makris 1966], from Mergenthal Linotype (New York
City), actually has a hyphenation algorithm built into its

central processing unite.
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Preprocesslipg, and Human Intervention

There are systems where a fermatter is routinely used

with a preprocessor to alter the form of its input. At the
American Institute of Physics (New York City) [Alt 1973],
Page-1 is the formatter since its rules for strings are
restrictive, a preprocessor is used to allow alternate
forms. Particularly useful are mnemonics for “compound

characters”: *z(i-breve )=7 gives an “1”7.,

The preprocessor
is designed to accept input in a format that facilitates in-
dexing, which Page-~1 dces not supporte. { More recently,
however, some AIP publications have used Troff extensively
[APS 1977 7.)

In the system used at the Honeywell Computer Journal
[ Bemer 19731, text is entered using the Honeywell 6000 Text
Editor, which contains its own formatter [Honeywell 1972,
pages 31-34] (something between Roff and Runoff); the com~
mands are given in the format of that formatter, then passed
through a preprocessor to Page-2 (a later version of
Page~1), As well as translating the commands to Page-2's
less mnemonic forms, the preprocessor handles several things

L ¥ L4

~
speclally: *™? pecomes a filxed en—space;] becomes a HW™n

or "”n, whichever is correct, or 7" if it is overstruck (by
backspacing) with a letter; “o” becomes “®” {if it is +the
first word Iin a paragraph beginning with a certain temporary
indentatione.

That Jjournal's editors have found that “reader attrac-
tion and satisfaction is increased significantly by tight
control of page layout,” so0o they lay cut each article in
rough, decide where they want each column of each page to
end, and edit the text to fit, They “have to get into the

guts of the author's meaning and say it shorter and clearer,

without altering the flavor or meaning in any way! Being
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forced to do this +s¢ Yields a big dilvidend in increased
readability.” Thus the computer has no say in where to end
pages. { Such attention is reminiscent of the best newspaper
practice { Hutt 1967], or the weekly version of Life magazine
[ Hamblin 1977, chapter 7 ]s)

Setlst [Messina 1970)] is an automatlic~recognition
program to translate tabular computer output into the ap-
propriate codes to drive a formatter, complete with case
shifts and font changes. Setlst was developed by the U, S.
government so that the books of tabular data it has to print
might be typeset (thus be smaller and more legible) directly

from the computer {(thus have fewer errors).

Two-Pass Formatting

Autoscript (see above) formats text in two phases.
After the first pass, a galley proof can be produced, with
paragraphs and lines numbered; corrections can then be keyved
in, addressed with these numlers, and the affected
paragraphs are reformatted. The second pass divides output
into pages, inserts headings and foctings, and so on.

The CIA system (see above) provides a similar galley
proof, with each word numbered, likewise allowing correc-
tions at that level.

IBM's Text/360 [Ziegler 18689])], a system designed for
large documents, also allows some corrections after for—-
mattinge An unusual feature is “logical-sheet mode, [ which]
serves to freeze a change to certain pages s0 that the
change is not allowed to propagate through following pages.”
Thus an insertion in page 8 may cause it tc grow onto page
Rs.1, with page 9 being unchanged until ctherwise requested.

In none of these systems are the operations upon the

galleys interactive as in EZ27.
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Speclalized Editor Only

The system at Bell-Northern Research (QOttawa, Ontario)

]

[ Reed 1977] is unusual not for its formatter (a modification
of Script) but for its editor Ted. Text is considered as a
sequence of lines (“there has to be some organization im~
posed on the file” ), but Ted does not sece them, treating a
newline as a blank: “/The Lodger .-« Family Flot/” would
match the text beginning with the next occurrence of “The
Lodger” up to the occurrence after that of “Family Plot?,
even though that text, or even either delimiting phrase, is

divided between lines.

Special Uses of Optical Character Recognition

This thesis generally does not mention the medium of
text entry, for the formatter usually need not know it. One
medium often used (so that text can be typed cheaply offline
[ Mack 19753 Schneider 1974]) is OCR. The Computype system
{see above) Initially has its input typed double-spaced; the
OCR can then read corrections typed between the lines!
Another special use is on the system at Perry Publications
(¥West Palm Beach, Florida ) [ Perry 1966], which supports not
only input but also page make-up by OCR; for the latter, a
form with a grid of ™37'g is pencil-marked to Iindicate where
on the page to bhegin each item. {The dewanding requirements
for page make—-ups of newsgapers and such things have also
led to systems using special terminals for this purpose

[ Boissavy 1973; Newspapers 1977 ].)
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Portability
Scribe, des igned at Carnegie—-Mellon University (Pitts~

burgh, Pennsylvania) [Reid 1980], achieves high portability
by carefully excluding device- or installation-dependent
constructs: for instance, actual filenames may not bhe
referenced in commands, indirect names reing used instead,
Scribe attempts to relieve the user of specifying
typographic information by providing a wide range of
predefined formats; the user selects from these by namey as

in *aStyle [References CACM, Footnotes "¥", Doublesided}”.

Author's Experience
The auvthor has designed one earlier formatter, Set

[ Brader 1979]. This was deslgned to closely resemble Proff
and Roff, producing output on the University of Waterloo's
Photon 532 Fontmaster typesetters. Its only innovations are
that temporary indents can be nested, and that files of for-
matted text, already coded for the typesetter; can be in-
serted by command. Still, the experience with Set may have
influenced EZ27 through the “second-system effect”:

“An architect!s first work is apt to be spare and
cleanes He Xnows he doesn't know what he's doing, so he does
it carefully and with great restraint. s Sooner or later
the first system is finished, and the architect, with firm
confidence and a demonstrated mastery of that class of
systems, is ready to build a second system ese the most
dangerous system a man ever designs s using all the ideas
and frills that were cautiously sidetracked on the first
ones, The result, as Ovid says, is a ‘'big pile.'” [Brooks

1975, page 53]



6. THE SYNTAX OF INPUT TEXT

Ez27's inputy as mentioned above, is @general text,
} - P commands and plain text Intermixed, like the input to
a conventional formatter. Its syntax was designed to avoid

certain problems perceived in existing formatterse.

6(a) Plain Text

Plain text <can be considered either as a simple se-
gquence of characters, or as a seqguence of words delimited by
gpace characters such as blanks and newlines (others might
include tabs and formfeeds). With the first interpretation,
7 and " ¥ are different: each blank produces a certailn
amount of sSpace on output. Similarly, while a single new-—
line has to be more or less egquivalent to a blank, multiple
ones may have additional effects. This is the natural
method for a formatter incorporating some approach to
idempotency or automatic recognition: *fdeally a document
containing no formatting commands should be printed
sensibly. PP Blank lines cause fresh paragraphSs ses If
a line begins with n blanks followed by text, it causes a
break and a temporary indent of *+p.” [XKernighan 1976-S,
pages 220 and 223]

The second Interpretation, text as a segquence of words,
treats any non-null sequence of space characters as equiva-—
lent, This has the advantage o¢of simplicity, especially
since the atom of natural language Is in fact the word; it
also follows modern programming language practice (as in C
and PASCAL).

Most formatters actually take some intermediate posi-

tion. Roff and Nroff, for instance, generally follow the

86
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first interpretation, but ignore blanks that precede a new—
line; Tex generally follows the second, but *<nl><nl1>" and
such seguences cause breaks., For EZ27, it was felt that one
interpretation or the other should be used strictly, and the
second one was chosen (with the ASCII TAB as a third space
character) for the reasons menticned above and because of
some practical considerations:

Interpreting » » cn input as a double-width output
blank encourages users to think in terms of fixed-width
characters, to think that text aligned on input must be
aligned on output; but with typeset output, that is false.

A formatter of monospaced text, such as the one in the
paper quoted above, may occasionally be called upon to
process text which was originally typed with no intention of
being machine—-formatted and which therefore contains no com-
mands . In the case of a formatter for typeset output, this
seems rather less likely, simply because the user community
will be more sophisticated. In particular, users wanting
wide blanks will probably use the crthodox formatter com~-
mands 3 extra blanks on input will mostly be typographical
errors (such is the author?!s experience, anyway), in which
case the formatter should absorb them.

Finally, allowing meaningless extra spaces following
newlines is convenient with the particular syntax of EZ27

for reasons that will be described shortly.

6(b) Command Initiation

The obvious, albeit not the onlyy, way to distinguish a
command from the plain text surrounding it is to precede the
command by a specific short character string, a command in-

dicatore. i-character command indicators used by existing
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formatters include ™ 7 {(Page-1), *{” (1TIyge)d), */” (Cypher-
text), and ™\” (Nroff, Tex, and Type); 2-character ones used
or proposed include Format?!s ® )7, and newline followed by
%% (pDip)y V" (Nroff), “*?” {vWetherell 1978, chapter 4], and
of course “«” (Nroff, Proff, Roff, Runoff, Script, and
[ XKernighan 1976-S, chapter 7]). Many of these formatters
allow the control characters that are not space characters
to be reset, Several support additional control characters
{ taby, Iinsertion, parameter, discretionary hyphenation, etc.)
that are not command Iindicators since they basically act
alone; these also are often resettable. This s=seems unduly
complicated.

Input might come from a device with a limited character
set, s0 the characters of the command indicator are best
chosen from among blank, newliney, and the more widely
available graphic characters. However, the command in-
dicator should not be a character string likely to occur
often in plain text. (If it can ever occury; there must be a
way to change it, and/or an escape allowing it to be en—
tered; this will be inconvenient 1f it has to be used
often.) By these considerations, a l-character command in-
dicator is clearly impractical: any particular character
from the limited avallable set is simply too likely to occur
too frequently (especially in technical text, which tends to
draw on a wide range of sSymbols).

There are, however, 2-character strings that are most
uncommon in plain text, such as those cited above. Their
mandatory use of a space character is awkward, though, for
changes of typestyle ( font, type size, and body size) and
the 1like may be wanted in mid-word; interrupted text

processing is rather inelegant, as 1is Nroff's use of more

than one command indicatore. Alsocy when & newline is re-
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quiredy commands occurring close together tecome obtrusive
{ though a command list facility can alleviate this).

EZ27's cowmand indicator was chosen to be 2 characters,
each resettable but graphic by default. (Users could reset
the first character to a newline 1f they preferred that,
thus reintroducing the problem of whether a command list

'l\/ s 4 was

ends a worde.) As the default command indicator,
trieds. This has high visibility in ordinary text, and has
the connotation of an interruption since it deslignates a
comment in, for instance, PL/T and Be (The null command was
then de fined as a comment, so that /% 7 actually does in-
troduce one; the next /7 ends it, so “/* comment */” is
perfectly corrects)

In what follows, the characters “/” and **7 will be
used for the sake of readability, rather than “the first and

second command indicator characters”,

6(c) Command Lists

Command lists seem usefuly, though Script, for instance,
has an unnecessarily complicated syntax for +them. One
character should suffice to Introduce a second command in a

liste. EZ27 uses ™*” also for this purpose, and */” also to

close the list: thus i1f “a”, ®1”, and “c” were commands,
“/*¥a%ptc/” would be a valid command Ulist. This is
straightforward and requlires no additional control

characters; also, if */” is set to newline, a command list
occupies exactly one input line.

‘ Formatters such as Runoff that initiete a command with
*<n1>.” and terminate it with another newline allow the
latter to be part of the ™<nld>.” that begins the next com-

mand . Otherwise, an unnatural blank line would be necessary



where no plain text came between commands; this strange re-
quirement would lead to mistakess Likewise, in EZ27 the */7
closing a command list can be part of the “/** |jnitiating

another oney, so “/*a/¥b/® 1is the same as “/*a%bp/”.

6{(d) Command Arguments

Most other formatters delimit short command arguments
with blanks, if at all, EZ27 extends this naturally to al-
low any seguence of space characters, in keeping with the

word delimiters of plain text. These short arguments are of

‘+' n_”

two kinds: numbers, ocptionally preceded by a or

speci fying relative values (relative values by multiplice~-
tion and division were intended originally, too, but **” and
/" got pre—-empted as control characters, so the other use
was dropped, in intent temporarily); and keywords specifying
options particular to the commands. Keywords can be ab—
breviated, norrally to the first letter. Space characters
are also allowed, and recommended for clarity, between com—
mands {and before +the gquoted arguments described below):
“/*a =p/” and */*a<nlD>%b/”" are the same as “/*a*b/”",

Some commands, such as those for footnotes and macros,
operate on considerable guantities of text. There are also
the transformational commands, which change some mode or
parameter of formatting, or of the interpretation of input;
these can affect all the text following them, so it really
is thelr operand. In EZ27, it can be given as a text argu-
ment to the command, and such arguments can be general text,
allowing further commands nested within. { ¥here a transfor-—
mational command is given with no text argument, its effect
is permanent: it acts on all text until countermanded.)

This notion was inspired by a similar but more restricted
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construct in Page-13 it wags developed independently from
Dip's scopes, which work almost the same way, and Tex's
groupsy, which can produce a similar effect although they
differ syntactically., (The nested structures of Type
rosemble scopes and text arguments only superficlally, since
their semantics are quite different.)

At first, any character not in a text argument was al-
lowed to delimit it, as with substitutions in QED: “/#*a
ftoxtd/”® and “/¥a $text$3/” would mean the same thing. This
avoided creating any more control characterse. Naturally, a
nested command taking an argument would require a different

delimiter:
/*a #a—-text /*b la-b—text!/ more—a-text# *c #c—text#/

In typing a complicated group of nested commands, the
fact that blanks after a newline are meaningless may be use-
ful: commands at different levels of nesting may be typed
on different lines indented by proportionally varied
amounts, as in programming lanpguage practice.

One often wants 10 have several formatting commands
operate on the same argument text: an introductory gqguota~
tion, saYys could be indented left and right, right
Justified, and in a different font, type size, and body size
from the main text. This might well lead to something like

{not actual EZ27 commands):

JEin 40 $/%ir 5 %/%rj '/¥ft i D/ *sz B #/*bd B
=Et tuny Prutex=/#/3/%/%/%/

This is not only grotesque, but difficult tc use, for the
chplice of the various delimiters is restricted to characters
not in the text of the real argument, and they must be

paired correctly besides.
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Because of this problem, the syntax was revised so that
it several transformational commands occur consecutively in
the same command list, with no other commands and no text
argument intervening, then a following text argument applies
to all the commands in the group. That grotesque example

then simplifies to:

f=1in 40 *ir 5 %prj %ft i *sz 8 ¥bd 9 'Et tu, Brute!/

{ Under the original syntax, this would have meant that the
first five coopmands applied permanentlyy and the text argu-
ment related to the last command only; nos, to get that ef-
fact, 2 /7 would have to be inserted before “%hd”, to start
a new command list.)

However, attempts to actually use the syntax showed
that the delimiter problem still occurred when +trying to
format text of some complexity. The syntax was therefore
revised again to delimit text arguments by a particular
character, defaulting to “ne, Then the first nested example

becomes:
/*a Ma~text /¥b "a—-b-text"/ more—a—text¥" *c We-texth/

However, the advantage gained from the 2-character com-
mand indicator is now lost! While initiating a command list
may reqguire 2 characters, resuming it after a general text
argument requires only one: the “n”7, In the last example,
the third, fourth, and sixth """ characters resume command
lists, and two are directly followed by a closing */". Now,
a ™7 could be taken literally unless followed by a command
list's */” or ™" (and intervening space?), just as a “/7 is
taken Llliterally unless a ™7 follows it} or a 2-character
string could also be used to delimit text arguments; both

seem rather unappealing, and no change wvwas actually made.
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Some commands reguire one other form of argument, an
arbitrary character string not interpreted as text to be
formatted: it may be a filename, a macro name, even the
contents of a macro. These are called siripng arguments, and
are delimited by ™7 just like text arguments, but they are
taken guite literally, not examined for command lists
within, WVhether a particular gquoted argument is interpreted

88 string or text depends on the individual commande.

6(e) Macro and Variable Invocation

In Proff and Roff, a macro can be invoked by a syntax
similar to that for executing an ordinary command, but this
forces it 1to start on a new input liney so the alternative
insertion character syntax Is available for inserting a
macro anywhere in the input, In EZ27y on the other hand, a
command need not start on a new line; therefore the macro
invocation syntax, as initially defined, was exactly that
which executes a command.

However, the insertion character can be used to insert
a macro in mid-command as well as in plain text. For in-
stance, Proff identifies type sizes by number only, but if,
sayy macro “brevier? was defined as ™8", and the insertion
character set to ™7, one could say “<nl>.pt # brevier)”.
Thig is impossible in EZ27 as defined so far. An actual
command could be created for this effect, Something like
W/knt *insert ‘Ybrevier®"/”, but this is verbose and
inelegant, as well as 1inconsistent with the simple
*/*macro/” to insert a macro in a texte.

To aveid creating more control characters ( such as an
insertion character), a new combination **27 of existing

ones is used to denote macro insertion within a command list
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{the macro must not contain a closing /" and plain text).
The =xample becomes “/*pt ¥*previer/”. Cr macro “brevier”
could be defined as “%#pt 8", +then invoked Just by
“W/xipprevier/”: in Proff, “<nld>.¥(brevier)”. (0Of course, if
the macro was defined as “/*pt 8&/7, it could bpe invoked
simply by “/*brevler/', but then it could not take a text
argument. ) “/%%* 7 and “/*¥%%” yere defined toc give comments,
the same as “/* 7,

So far this is reasonably elegant and terse, but +there
is a problem: et % 24 cannot be used onr a macro with argu-
ments, for “®%*macro arg” in a command list must be inter-
preted as the contents of the macro followed by “arg”.
However, one does not often want such an insertion; macros
inserted in commands tend to be sinmple, as in the previous
paragraphe. Therefore a scomewhat awkward syntax would not
hurt here, and, rather than alter the existing syntax or
define any additional control character, “¥%%"" yag defined
w gy

to take everything up to a closing as the name of a

macro to insert in the command list followed by the argu-
ments to 1invoke 1t with: ®*/%command **%"macro m-—arg"
c-arg/”.

Variables are inserted the same way a8 macrosS,

6(2) Literal Text

B

Before the.necessity of distinguishing text and string
arguments had become clear, “literal text arguments”, opened
by ®=%% and closed by another ™" (originally with any
delimiting character for “""), were defined; these would be
\ oL

similar to text arguments, but occurrences of would not

indicate commands. Now, string arguments are already taken

literally: ™#"" gimply gives a string argument. However, if
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*=n” does not follow any command (as in “/*%7"7), the text up
to the following ™% s taken as plain texty, again,
literally with /%7 not being recognized.

These literal modes (though they survive as relics)

\ Y L4

were not really satisfactcry once was introduced, since

“ L4
" wa S

it could not be entered literallys A FCRIRAN~like
considered, but it would be gulite inconsistent with the way
a literal /%" was obtained (and relatively awkward to
‘\ﬁ

implement). Instead, a fourth control character, ’ was

defined. It removes special meaning from the control
character or space character following it (so ™“\\¥ and ™\ ”
mean the sSame as Iin Nroff), and is simply ignored preceding

anything else. The ™\” was also intended to be resettable.

6(g) Remarks About the Syntax

At this point further study of the command syntax was
laid aside until a good working formatter existed, which is
to say, permanently. Still, an innovative syntax had been
developed, and some exrerience was galned with it in the
course of program development,. Some chocices were less than
ideal: probably *"”7 to cpen and close text arguments could
be improverd, for instance. Still, there nay be room for a
really good syntax to be developed from that of EZ27.

On the other hand, Tex (whilch was being developed at

the same time) may be a much better basis to work from.



7. ORIGINAL SPECIFICATION

This section details the set of commands originally
specified Ffor EZ27. Some were extended shortly after the
speclfication was first written, and these extensions are
included here., The descriptions have been shortened from
thelr criginal forms since they would repeat material
elsewhere in this thesis.

Where commands take multiple argumentsy they generally
can come in any order: “IN AT 10 BY .1" could be given as
“IN BY 1 AT 10%". In displaying the syntax of various com-
mands, the notation is consistent throughout this section.
*#” represents a number, which, where it makes sensey, may be
preceded by *+7 or ®~" indicating a relative value, and may

have decimal places. Anything bracketed by *[” and “]7 |is

optional, Things separated by |7 are alternatives, one of

which is regquired unless the whole is bracketed. (e ™|”
begins a line, the whole 1line is an alternatives.) “see”
means that additional things of the same type are permitted.
Other nonalphabetic characters are meant as written] so are
words in upper case. Words in upper and lower case may be
abtbreviated by omitting any or all of the lower-case
letters, Words in lower case (™filename” ) indicate syntac-

tic categories.

7(a) Controller Commands

The control component of EZ27 operates on paragraphs on
a galley file. It is driven by interactive commands from
the terminal. The USE command must be issued first, to
specify the galley file, before anything else can be done.

Each command may be entered on a separate line, or

96
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several may be entered on one line delimited by ™;"'s.

The commands are:

DEL # [TO #]
